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“The lecture will explore the role of 
the mass media in the creation of 
“celebrities.” In the 1960s, historian 
Daniel Boorstin claimed that “images 
and appearances” had become 
more important than the “substance 
of a message.” He argued that in 
the twentieth century, celebrity “is 
the quintessential media pseudo-
event” and that “all celebrities are 
interchangeable.” Forty years later, 
this sentiment still holds true. In the 
21st century, it appears that celebrities 
have replaced traditional heroes and 
role models in American society. With 
the popularity of reality television and 
Internet sites such as YouTube, the term 
“overnight sensation” has taken on a 
new meaning. The lecture will conclude 
with an open forum discussion on why 
people want to be celebrities, who and 
what is a celebrity in the 21st century, 
and what this “celebrity culture” means 
for future generations.”
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Dr. Jon Arakaki
Department of Communication Arts

“Stars—They’re Just Like Us!:
The Mass Media and Celebrity”

Famous Last Words is a program in which a faculty or staff member has been nominated by Omicron Delta Kappa to present their “last lecture.”
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