College at Oneonta

Hazardous Waste Minimization Plan


The College at Oneonta is committed to excellence in protecting the environment and the environment of its faculty, staff, students, and the College community. In keeping with this policy, our objective is to reduce waste and emissions, and to minimize adverse impacts on the air, water and land. By successfully reducing waste and emissions, we will have maintained a safe and healthy campus. We will continue to look for opportunities to prevent pollution and minimize hazardous waste. The College at Oneonta’s environmental guidelines include the following:

The College believes that all faculty, staff, administration, students, and staff are entitled to a safe and healthy campus. To ensure this ideal, we will commit resources to aggressively remove recognized hazards, provide education and training, provide appropriate personal protective equipment, as well as hold administrators, faculty, staff, students, and patrons responsible for good health and safety practices.

Reducing the generation of hazardous waste should be an important consideration in operation of the college. The College is committed to identifying and implementing reduction opportunities through encouraging and involving faculty and staff and, where possible, students.

As technologies and new methods arise which substitute non-hazardous materials and utilize other source reduction approaches the College will give priority in addressing those avenues.

The College at Oneonta seeks to demonstrate its responsible citizenship by adhering to all environmental regulations, including those promoting hazardous waste minimization.

Planning

A. Identification of Wastes

Hazardous wastes currently generated at the College at Oneonta include waste solvents, laboratory wastes, oil, formalin, and mercury. 

B. Analysis of Minimization Techniques

The College is always looking at testing techniques that use less chemicals or less hazardous chemicals. The purchase of new testing equipment for the field station has greatly reduced the waste generated by those laboratories.

Recycling. Oneonta recycles light fluorescent tubes, compact fluorescent bulbs, street lamps, batteries and waste oil. Oneonta also collects silver from photographic processes and sends them off site for processing.

Ballast replacement. PCB containing ballasts are no longer used at the College. These ballasts have been replaced by better, environmentally friendly units. There are no PCB containing transformers on this campus
Under direction of the chief custodian, the college has switched to Bucher’s Cleaning Products for all the dormitories offices and classrooms.  These products are Green Seal Certified. 

Facility Goals

The College at Oneonta has implemented an aggressive plan to eliminate or reduce many laboratory chemicals in store rooms and laboratories.  Our schedule is driven in part by the planned renovation of our science buildings. A reduction in inventory for both science buildings will make temporary relocation of classes and laboratories easier and safer.

All chemicals in the Physical Science building (Science 2) will be evaluated and removed prior to the rehabilitation.  This will help with the planned renovation of this building in 2014.

Strategy and Schedule for Reduction Implementation

The College at Oneonta will continue to evaluate reducing the volume of hazardous waste . The College has empowered the chemistry laboratory assistant and the Chemical Stores Clerk to review the quantity of laboratory chemical purchases and to review general facility purchases of chemicals in advance of placing orders and to explore alternative substances and substitutes that will not generate hazardous wastes. That may not be possible in many cases, particularly where specific chemicals must be used and specific experiments must be conducted as part of classroom education.

Changes in Processes and Activities: 
The College will continue to investigate whether it can change other processes to reduce hazardous waste.
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