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Using a first-person perspective to examine the shift of languages in the field of sciences that is trying to reach all peoples in the world, Chi-
ang (Chapter 1) studies how English has become the lingua franca of the contemporary world of sciences. 

Xu Xi (Chapter 2) questions whether “global English” exists in literature or if it is an oxymoron among many Asian writers and whether the 
fiction is produced as “national” or “Asian” if the language is “global” or whether it is a “universal” literary expression. 

Chiang and Mi (Chapter 3) examine the use of language in the transposition of global brand names in China and argue that such practice is 
a “glocal” process in which the global value and the local value interact with each other.

Montoya (Chapter 4) explores how a group of second-generation Hispanic college students in New York State constructs its identity that 
emphasizes greater cosmopolitanism with adherence to a strong ethnic and linguistic identity base. 

Little (Chapter 5) uses the ethnographic and linguistic composition of the tourism handicrafts market in Antigua, Guatemala, to discuss the 
interrelationship between language and economics. He observes that global tourism can have positive effects on the maintenance and promo-
tion of indigenous languages. 

Leung and Lau (Chapter 6) investigate how a Chinese community in Markham (a suburb of Toronto), Ontario, Canada, transforms and main-
tains its ethnic identity and pride through a Chinese iconic shopping mall, Pacific Mall, realized by a non-Chinese developer. 

Hendley (Chapter 7) examines changes in the British Conservative Party’s conceptualization of the typical female voter in Conservative 
political propaganda in two world wars. He argues that the shift in portraying female voters as citizens in the First World War to consumers 
in the Second World War is a result of Britain’s changing position in the world due to the forces of globalization.  He also argues that the 
political success of the British Conservative Party in the twentieth century is linked to its adeptness at adapting to such changes.

Rosenthal (Chapter 8) uses a participatory research approach (participating in the practice of capoeria while conducting research of the 
activity at the same time), to examine how historical memory and origins are represented on Web sites about the practice of capoeira, the 
Afro-Brazilian cultural form often described as an improvised mix of martial arts and dance. The spread of capoeira popularity beyond the 
contested origin(s) of the art deserves inquiry into the way that globalization has opened new public spaces for redefining identities. This 
inquiry is not only across international borders but across long-standing categories involving nations, ethnicity, and cultural practice. 

Haley (Chapter 9) challenges the conventional wisdom that people in the United States whose family histories trace back to Mexico would 
share a common ethnic identity as Mexican Americans. Evidence indicates that such people, individuals, and communities occupying dif-
ferent social positions and identifying themselves variously as Spanish, Native American, Mexican American or Chicano, and Mexican are 
a result of complex migration experiences, changes in the nature of political and economic relationships with other groups, and the shift of 
cultural associations attributed to various social positions within a multiethnic, globalized, class-based society. 

Compton’s comparative analysis (Chapter 10) traces the sources of legitimacy of regimes in Japan and South Africa, over time, from their 
respective inception (i.e., Japan in 1868 and South Africa in 1948) and notes the similarities and differences in the construction of state 
legitimacy. He argues that the pressures resulting from globalization and internal political changes destroyed the old system and created the 
bases for new sources of state legitimacy in the late twentieth century. In the twenty-fi rst century, both Japanese and South African political 
elites will increasingly rely on divergent approaches to constructing state legitimacy despite striking past similarities. 

Legname (Chapter 11) asks whether music, as a system of sound signs or a language, is semantic or universalistic in nature. He demonstrates 
that music can become a universalistic language, by comparing how Brazil advocated nationalism through its music in the beginning of the 
twentieth century and how Japan incorporates western music with its ancient cultural elements in the search of its identity in contemporary 
music. 

Horvath (Chapter 12) looks at how natural borders of nonhuman species are becoming less and less meaningful. The nonhuman species’ 
movement from their natural surroundings is the result of human activities, the speed and intensity of which have increased rapidly during 
the contemporary period of globalization.

The Epilogue, is written from the first-person point of view. Sakoulas’s imagination of the motif—an arc—is echoed in a number of cultures 
from ancient to modern times. His repetition of a simple arc in the form of geometric ideals across different material surfaces creates “more 
complex, independent forms free from their source but without ever denying their origin”   There is a striking similarity between his art 
theory and the substance of this book.  Language, identity, and boundaries are simple arcs of human social, cultural, and political construc-
tions that exist in ideal forms. The lived human experience across time and space is the artwork in place.

This collection gives voice to the peoples and groups impacted by globalization 
as they seek to negotiate their identities, language use, and territorial boundaries 
within a larger global context. Rather than viewing globalization as one-dimen-
sional, (i.e., cultural, economic, or political), the approaches taken by the authors 
reflect a nuanced and multifaceted discussion of globalization that integrates all 
three perspectives. They explore identity, boundaries, language use, and other is-
sues in the context of specific temporal and spatial contexts. 

“This volume offers a wide-ranging, open minded treatment of globalization and 
cultural trends. The approach is kaleidoscopic and thoroughly international with 
contributions from several continents, which makes for engaging reading.”--Jan 
Nederveen Pieterse, Mellichamp Professor of Global Studies and Sociology, 
Global and International Studies Program, University of California, Santa Bar-
bara
 
“For students of globalization, this is one of the most inter-disciplinary, cos-
mopolitan, wide-ranging, and interesting collections to be published in recent 
years. Spanning a wide variety of topics, these original and well-written essays, 
thoughtfully juxtaposed under the key concepts of the title, expand our under-
standing of globalization and extend the ways it can be imagined. The essays 
will be of interest to a wide range of readers in both the humanities and the so-
cial sciences.”--Anthony D. King, Emeritus Professor, Art History and Sociol-
ogy, State University of New York at Binghamton; Author of Spaces of Global 
Cultures: Architecture Urbanism Identity
 
This volume adds new spark and spice to how we perceive and conceive glo-
balization in all its hues and nuance. Rather than examining language, identity, 
and boundary in broad and abstract cultural and discourse terms, the essays ad-
dress these thematic topics through multiple disciplinary lenses in concrete places 
where globalization “touches down.” The book will stand as a fresh and special 
contribution to globalization research. --Xiangming Chen, Dean and Director and 
Paul Raether Distinguished Professor of Sociology and International Studies, 
Center for Urban and Global Studies, Trinity College

“Imagining Globalization offers an intriguing set of studies that take and explore 
the simultaneous global circulations of peoples, cultures, and languages.  An im-
pressive and innovative addition to any globalization bookshelf.”  -- Wendy Gris-
wold, Department of Sociology, Northwestern University
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