
EMMY NOETHER Mathematician born on March 23, 1882 in 
Erlangen, Germany

In Germany, opportunities weren’t given to girls during this time. Girls were only allowed to study 
little arithmetic, and little French and English until the age of fourteen or fifteen. 

In 1910, German universities finally opened to women and Emmy attended. 

She attended a teachers-training program that was at the bottom of a boys’ high school for three 
years. She became a certified teacher in French and English when she turned eighteen years old at 
“institutions for the education and instruction of females.”

In 1913, Emmy was teaching as her father’s substitute at Erlangen. (McGrayne p.70) She did this for seven years, without pay. She became a 
privatdozent at the age of 37. Then, Noether received the nominal title of ‘unofficial associate professor’ three years later. 

Noether’s imagination and distinctive technique is known among 
mathematicians and physicians worldwide. She is remembered as an 
outstanding algebraist and for her work and research in topology. 
Physicists recognize her for her famous theorem. She is known for her 
distinct ways of approaching problems of mathematics.  

Emmy came down 
with a very high 
fever and passed 
unexpectedly on 
April 14, 1935 at the 
young age of 53. 

The physics word hugely depends on Noether’s Theorem. This strong and powerful 
theory is a base or foundation store of the subject of quantum physics. The 
Quantum principle was extremely prominent in the twentieth century for both 
physics and mathematics because it deals with all the matter in the entire universe.

She was one of the main originators of abstract 
algebra and also researched and worked in 
number theory, ring theory, group theory and 
group representations. In 1921, Emmy Noether
published “Theory of Ideals in Rings” which was 
her most influential and significant works. 

Emmy Noether was known for her work with 
commutative algebra, and as the first to comprehend 
the significance of a unique property having many 
natural examples of rings (Noetherian Rings) that 
appear in algebraic geometry and number theory. 
Without these contributions from Emmy Noether it is 
extremely difficult to imagine some of the main ideals 
in algebra, number theory, and algebraic geometry. 
Some historians credit Emmy for the associative law, 
commutative law, and distributive law   

She finished her thesis under the supervision of Paul Gordan in 1908. Noether’s thesis was compiled 
with formal manipulations and a bunch of computations. In December of 1907, she was recognized with 
an award for her highest honors. 
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