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Natural spring resort towns were among the first types of vacation spots in America; 
however, by the late nineteenth century, they were no longer considered desirable by 
mainstream Americans. Sharon Springs, New York, found itself struggling to maintain its 
tourist economy based on its natural springs and baths. Through a series of 
circumstances, however, Jewish visitors began coming to Sharon Springs, first by the 
hundreds in the late nineteenth century, and eventually by the thousands in the 
twentieth century. As visitation trends among Jews to Sharon Springs rose, so did the 
development of new hotels and structures to support this diverse population.  The 
village began to resemble something “out of Eastern Europe” between large 
boardinghouses, closely built houses, and the creation of a synagogue. It argues that 
Jewish visitors saved Sharon Springs financially not once but multiple times. Indeed, it 
was because of Jewish visitation that the village’s two largest structures, the Imperial 
Baths and the Adler Hotel, were built in the 1920s, drastically changing the summer 
population. 
  
The relationship between permanent non-Jewish residents living in this rural New York 
village and the seasonal Jewish population, in particular in the post-World War II years 
when many Hasidic Jews began to visit the village, was often tested. With their dress, 
their strict control over their children, and their disdain for mainstream American 
society, the Hasidim were blamed for the decline in other visitors. One hotel owner 
explained her dislike for the Hasidim during the 1970s saying, “They are driving away my 
business.” As they did not support many of the village businesses, residents continued to 
grow in their frustrations toward the Hasidim. The perceived connection between the 
Hasidim and the financial decline of Sharon Springs continues today, as some directly 
link the downfall of the village with the Hasidim’s abandoned property and the closure 
of the Imperial Baths. Through the elucidation of these complicated relationships, it 
become clear to see why the effects of Jewish visitation continue to define the village 
today, even after the stream of large-scale Jewish travel to Sharon Springs has come to 
an end.  
 
Sharon Springs has recently undergone a small revival in its downtown area. Under the 
influence of the prominent American Hotel and the publicity of the Beekman Boys, who 
offer a  reality T.V. show set on a farm in Sharon Springs, it seems like once more Sharon 
Springs is becoming a destination for many travelling through upstate New York. The 
new population coming into Sharon Springs is disproportionately made up of gay men, 
mainly from New York City. The history of the relationship between residents of Sharon 
Springs and minority visitors suggests this population soon might be targeted as well if 
they cannot sustain the revival. The businesses that have opened are once again catering 
to an entirely new crowd with luxury items like artisan soaps and jams that are 
purchased by wealthy visitors . While some new businesses have opened, the downtown 
is surrounded by buildings physically falling in on themselves. Whether or not the village 
can economically recover from years of neglect is up for debate, but residents, visitors, 
and outsiders can agree upon one thing: Jewish visitors will not save the village’s 
economy again.  
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