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Winter Sampling Through Ice 

Site: Panther Lake Time: 11:30am 

 Date: 3/2/2013 

 
        

Wave Action: None, ice Air Temp: 1°C   

            

Depth (m) Temp (°C) Sp. Cond. pH DO% DO mg/l 

Surface -0.02 0.07 7.62 89.3 13.10 

1 1.72 0.089 7.57 92.4 12.81 

2 2.89 0.098 7.53 86.8 11.67 

3 3.54 0.101 7.49 79.2 10.46 

4 4.18 0.109 7.36 68.2 8.63 

5 4.64 0.121 7.28 54.2 6.75 

6 4.87 0.127 7.22 44.0 5.48 

7 5.27 0.145 7.15 34.1 4.22 

Panther Lake Stakeholder Concerns 
• Aquatic plant nuisance and the possible eradication of Eurasian 

watermilfoil 

• Checking on the progress of the triploid grass carp 

• Current species population structure in the Panther Lake fishery 

• Water chemistry in regards to possible fecal contamination and 
runoff from the main highway 

 
 

Summer Goals 
• Address the short term and long term management for 

eutrophication within the lake 

• Gain an approximation of the triploid grass carp rate of 
aquatic vegetation consumption 

• Assess the Panther Lake fishery using standard sampling 

• Monitor lake chemistry on a weekly basis using a YSI unit  

 
Background photo courtesy of Leanne and Eric Scanlon 

Reference Conditions As of April 2013 
Lake Origin The lake was formed by glacial retreat. 

Morphometry (shape, 

surface area, shoreline 

length) 

The lake is located in Oswego county.  It is rectangular shaped.  The lake has a surface area of 49 

hectares, a mean depth of 5m, a maximum depth of 8m and a shoreline length of 6672m. 

Water Supply/ Level 

Fed by groundwater.  The east end borders main county route 17 and receives runoff from the 

road.  Lake levels remain steady for the most part.  Beavers have been damming up the small 

outlet on the east end of the lake and causing lake levels to change. 

Trophic State 

The lake is mesotrophic.  The water is tea colored.  The littoral zone contains a wide variety of 

species such as Potamogeton robbinsii and Vallisneria americana but is dominated by Eurasian 

watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum). 

Dissolved Oxygen Levels 
More sampling is needed but DO levels seem to stay high enough to support fish communities 

throughout the year. 

Watershed Characteristics The watershed is mainly comprised of low elevation wetlands. 

Known Fish Species 
Known fish populations are largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, brown bullhead, pumpkinseed, 

bluegill, black crappie, chain pickerel. 

Dominant Aquatic 

Vegetation 

Eurasian watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum), curly leaf pondweed (Potamogeton crispus),  and 

broad leaf pondweed (Potamogeton amplifolius). 

With a holistic view of lake ecology and surrounding factors that are impacting lake 

health, the Panther Lake association can choose effective strategies that will prevent 

or solve in lake problems, rather than merely applying temporary “band-aids”.  A 

comprehensive lake management plan will help the stakeholders work towards long 

term lake goals and give them more realistic expectations for their goals based on the 

science and their input of priorities for use.  The management plan can also serve as a 

gateway for grant funding and other resources from state and federal agencies to 

implement activities in an effort to achieve their management goals and help them 

find more effective strategies that are suited to the unique qualities of Panther Lake. 


