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Introduction

This project was created to investigate SUNY Oneonta 

students’ opinions on campus safety. In this study, 

information about students’ attitudes on safety procedures 

and policies currently in place was gathered through a 

survey. We were interested in finding how safe students felt 

on SUNY Oneonta’s campus while taking into consideration 

the University Police Department’s (UPD’s) services, and 

suggested improvements.

Literature

A study on the Student Perceptions of Campus Safety at 

University of Mary Washington in Virginia were very similar to 

the thought process behind this study and became a basis 

for our survey questions. [1]

The SUNY Oneonta UPD website provided great information 

and insight in the to what questions could be useful to the 

Oneonta community. [2]

Methodology

We strived to create an unbiased online survey and to obtain 

a representative sample of our student population.

• After gaining the IRB approval, an email listing of all 

enrolled students was provided.

• Cluster random sampling techniques were used to select 

which students would receive the survey. Clusters were 

based off of the last digit in students’ email address. We 

assume that the last digit of one’s social security number 

does not have an impact on how safe a student feels.

• The survey link was emailed to the selected students and 

their responses were recorded anonymously. Several 

reminder emails were sent in order to reduce the 

nonresponse error.

Results

To represent the 6,055 students at SUNY Oneonta, emails 

were sent to 2220 students and 382 responses were 

collected.

• 28% of the responders were male and 72% were female.

• 25% of responders were freshman, 22% were sophomores, 

26% were juniors, and 28% were seniors.

Do students feel safer during the day or at night?

Do males and females differ when it comes to their 

feeling of safety during the day versus at night?
Day Night

The results of a two sample t-test for males versus females on their 

feeling of safety during the day showed that the two groups were 

not significantly different (males with a mean of 4.87 and females 

with a mean of 4.80. On the other hand, the result of a two sample 

t-test for males versus females on their feeling of safety at night 

showed that the two groups were significantly different. Females 

felt significantly less safe with a mean of 3.70 while males had a 

mean of 4.39 (p-value<0.01).

How many students utilize the blue light system?

For rating how safe 

students felt on a 1 (very 

unsafe) to 5 (very safe) 

scale, the mean of 

daytime responses was 

4.82 (generally very safe) 

and the mean of nighttime 

was 3.89. After performing 

a paired t-test, we 

conclude that students felt 

significantly safer during 

the day than at night (p-

value<0.01).

According to the 

results from our 

sample, an 

estimated 1.84% of 

students utilized the 

blue light 

emergency system 

on campus. 14.3% 

of these students 

were males and 

85.7% were 

females.

What do students suggest should be additional 

blue light locations?

Additional Results
• An estimated 27.7% of students were NOT aware of the escort 

system through the UPD, and only 1.83% have used this system.

• 15.7% of students surveyed indicated that they were involved in 

an incident that should have been reported to the UPD. 

Limitations and Reflections

• We had a low response rate of 17.2%. Even though we received 

549 responses after all emails were sent, 167 of these responses 

were blank or incomplete.

• Since the surveys were sent over email, the responses we 

received were voluntary. Students who responded may have 

different opinions from the ones who did not.

• Our sample may not be representative of our population because 

we lacked in responses from males and graduate students.

• Some students gave ambiguous responses such as “too many to 

count” and “I’m an RA” when asked how many incidents have they 

been involved in that should have been reported to the UPD.

• This study was limited to the safety on SUNY Oneonta campus. 

Perhaps a future study could be extended to the City of Oneonta.
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Suggested Parking Lots:

Tennis Courts

Hunt Union/Commuter 

Lots

Bacon/Morris Lot

Alumni Field House Lot

Athletic/Intramural Fields 

Lot

Alternative Locations:

Near Dining Halls

Side of Fine Arts

Several locations that most 

students felt the least safe were 

responses here.


