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Introduction
This project is borne out of the work of two independent studies in 

Spring 2014 and Fall 2014. During the first semester (Spring 2014) of the project, 
we searched for and recorded articles about or alluding to mathematics in The 
Oneontan, a student newspaper at our college (SUNY Oneonta, which was then 
the Oneonta Normal School) published between 1893 and 1920. Last semester, 
(Fall 2014) we sifted through The Pen Dragon, a student newspaper at our college 
published between 1928 and 1945, for the same purpose. All materials are kept in 
the Alden Room in Milne Library, which houses SUNY Oneonta’s special 
collections. All articles marked were scanned by the library staff at our college.

We are interested in investigating what topics in mathematics students 
and faculty at the Oneonta Normal School wrote about including notes on the 
teaching of mathematics, recreational mathematics, accomplishments, and 
involvement of any kind in mathematics either by faculty or students. 
Furthermore, we wish to investigate if the focus of mathematics-related articles 
have shifted over time as reported in the student newspapers, and whether the 
presence of certain mathematics faculty (especially Arthur M. Curtis and Vera 
Sanford, who were significant mathematics faculty at our institution during the 
period covered by The Oneontan and The Pen Dragon) influenced the volume of 
mathematics-related material published in the student newspapers.

We have found within The Oneontan and The Pen Dragon that many 
teachers and some students wrote articles or referenced mathematics in some 
way. Among the topics of the mathematics-related articles that we have found are 
deliberations on how to teach division of fractions to school children, to esteemed 
mathematics professors speaking at conferences, to quick jokes referencing 
mathematics. There is even a poem composed by students in honor of Vera 
Sanford.

Types of Articles Found

● Teaching in Mathematics
● Mathematics Jokes
● Professors and Conferences
● Short Anecdotes
● Attitudes Toward Mathematics
● Pictures
● Mentions
● School Directories

Timeline of Major Mathematics Professors 
Beginning in 1889

1889 1895 1933

Percy I. Bugbee Arthur Curtis Vera Sanford

Goal
To publish an article for the school 
newspaper or a peer reviewed 
article about our research and 
findings.
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