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• Provides holistic, value-added assessment of Critical Thinking, Analytic 

Reasoning,  Written Communication, and Problem Solving

• Includes two measures:

•Analytic Writing (Make- and Critique-an-Argument

•Performance Task

• Is not a multiple-choice test – requires students to synthesize and 

integrate new information

• Students take over the computer in a 90-minute session

• Analyses correct for students’ Entering Academic Ability (EAA) as 

measured by SAT scores

About the CLA: Testing Methodology:
• Used cross-sectional approach, comparing 123 freshmen assessed in 

Fall 2008 with 109 seniors assessed in Spring 2009

• Both samples  highly similar to populations from which they were 

drawn in terms of SAT scores

• First-year student sample obtained primarily from First-Year Seminar 

sections while graduating senior sample obtained through solicitations 

by academic programs

• Students were motivated to participate and perform well through 

emphasis on benefits to the College, their program, and themselves

•Students received their own results

•Individual programs received their majors’ results

Measure

First-Year

Students

Graduating

Seniors

Value-

Added

Total CLA Score

Performance Task

Analytic Writing Task

Make-an-Argument

Critique-an-

Argument

Performed At Expected Levels

Performed Above Expected Levels

Performed Well Above Expected Levels

Results and Recommendations Major Findings:
• First-Year Students:

•Performed at above expected levels on Overall Score, 

Performance Task, Analytic Writing Task, and Make-an-

Argument

•Performed at expected levels on Critique-an-Argument

•Performed higher than 76% of comparison institutions

• Graduating Seniors:

•Performed at above expected levels on Overall Score, 

Performance Task, Analytic Writing Task, and Make-an-

Argument

•Performed at well above expected levels on Critique-an-

Argument

•Performed higher than 89% of comparison institutions!

• Value-Added Results:

•Were at expected levels on Overall Score, Performance Task, 

and Make-an-Argument

•Were at above expected levels on Analytic Writing Task and 

Critique-an-Argument

•Were higher than 68% of comparison institutions

Recommendations:
1. The College’s General Education Assessment Committee (GEAC) 

should review all results carefully and make recommendations to the 

College Senate regarding:

a. ways of assuring the results are used to improve teaching 

and learning; and,

b. whether or not the College should administer the CLA in 

its next assessment of Critical Thinking.

2. The College should participate in the SUNY-wide piloting of the CLA 

during 2009-10.

3. Academic programs that received CLA data on their students should 

utilize those data as appropriate in program review and accreditation 

efforts.

4. The College should consider:

a. additional participation in CLA’s “CLA in the Classroom” 

initiative; and,

b. sponsoring a campus-wide discussion of Critical Thinking.


