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Abstract:

This proposed research examines a new departure in the study of 

dress in early (c1600-1900) New York, focusing on the rationale 

behind individual and collective clothing practices. The study 

investigates the internal and external influences which impacted 

upon early inhabitants' ways of dressing, their societal attitudes and 

social demeanor. The research compares the influences on attire 

and finery in early society with the European context and examines 

the influences caused by world-wide dominant events, ideas and 

social groups, and their effect on societal and cultural attitudes. 

The study examines clothing as a symbolic indicator of status 

which influenced the class distinction in early New York society. 

Fashion’s ultimate function of signifying power and prestige, 

which linked with financial capability, and its impact on society 

and societal practice, is significant. The research examines the 

affiliation between early clothing and the economic growth in the 

context of the development of the clothing economy. Throughout 

the centuries clothes have represented a fundamental human 

requirement whilst revealing societies declaration, identity and 

standards. As an account of the important cultural disciplines in the 

State of New York, this project will attempt to explain the clothes 

worn by New Yorkers of European descent, in the context of 

social, socio-economic, political and fashion philosophies. 

The study will investigate the sociological aspects, such as social 

standing and structure, function and position of fashion and finery 

in New York socio-economical history. It  will also examine the 

influences and effects of  provincial and cosmopolitan factors, the 

impacts of the media, tradition, practice, climatic conditions, civic 

and civil affairs as well as the efficient use of the  clothing 

resources and materials utilized. In addition, the chronological 

concentration and appraisal of the apparel used in pre 1900 New 

York will be discussed with emphasis on the similarities and 

differences of   fashionable attire. The psychology and sociology of 

costume and fashion, as well as the fundamental distinctiveness 

and distinctions of early New York attire will be analytically 

investigated.

Aim

To create and originate an historical document 

regarding the economical and sociological history of 

consumption, influence and power of fashion and 

clothing in pre-twentieth century New York. 

The Significance of the Study

This proposed study intends to arouse interest in one 

of the neglected areas of cultural heritage in our early 

New York society over the centuries. The scarcity of 

direct publications, in relation to clothing, fashion 

and finery, in the State of New York from foundation 

to the present epoch is astoundingly significant. It is 

surprising that, almost without exception, the subject 

is neglected in American histories of the early 

period. Political decisions, deeds of civic importance 

and economic matters are given priority over what 

seem to be more personal matters of fashion and 

clothing supplies. 

As one of the significant social and cultural practice, 

rather than an account of fashion and vogue, this 

proposed project will attempt to contribute to the 

understanding and enhancement to a immensely 

disregarded factor of early New York ethno-

economic history as well as social history. Also the 

chronological and comparative appraisal in styles of 

clothing will accentuate and provide understanding 

of   the existing ideology such as acknowledged 

distinctiveness, uniqueness and the influences and 

impacts of inherited traditions and customs in 

relation to early New York clothing.

Research Design

To delineate and specify a consumed fashion and clothing in 

pre-twentieth century New York in a econo-sociological 

context will be the paramount concern of this proposed 

study. Society, economy, milieu, culture, influences and 

impacts will also be examined. Comparison allows us to 

comprehend internal and external factors which ascend 

beyond rigid perimeters. Quantitative methodology, requires 

numbers to test hypotheses. In this proposed historical 

inquiry, utility of quantitative techniques have been 

primarily assigned in the disciplines such as historical 

demography, exports and imports, trade and agricultural 

output, as well as level of urbanization etc. In this research, 

application of case study methods have been designated in 

the areas of ethnographical and ethnological studies such as 

social and cultural implications, traditions and distinctions. 

Case studies help to inform general theory and explain 

conditions that deviate from conventional theoretical 

explanations. The psychology and sociology of costume in 

relation to existing society and epoch are collectively 

regarded as intricated and extensively discussed by  econo-

sociological authorities such as Thorstein Veblen, Quentin 

Bell, John Flugel, and Georg Simmel. In order to obtain an 

illustration of what constituted the fashionable attire at the 

time and the existing society, these theorists, especially 

Veblen’s conspicuous theory, will be utilized in this 

proposed study.
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