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Dogs are the earliest and most widespread domestic animal in the world, with a possible earliest date of  domestication around 30,000 
years ago in Eurasia. However, it is likely that dogs were domesticated from Eurasian gray wolves in multiple situations throughout Eurasia 
and Africa until 14-15,000 years ago. At this point dogs were widespread throughout the old world and also migrated with humans into the 
Americas. Archaeological research has shown that dogs played a large role in the social lives of  humans in the past and included many 
activities, such as hunting, guarding, and carrying wood, meat and other household items. These activities would have been essential for 
making human tasks easier and more productive. In addition, we have evidence that dogs also played a sacred role as they were frequently 
buried with humans in cemeteries and sometimes consumed for ritual purposes. The dual nature of  dogs--their secular and sacred roles 
are what makes the study of  prehistoric domestic dogs so fascinating. While other domestic animals, such as horses, cats and cattle served 
dual roles, no other animal is represented so globally and with such time depth as the dog. This poster looks at multiple sites in eastern 
North American dating from 7,000 to 1,000 years ago (5,000 B.C. to 1,000 A.D.). Dog remains at these sites reveal the complex social 
relationship between dogs and humans and the intersection of  that relationship within the secular and sacred worlds. 

Dogs were domesticated from Eurasian Gray Wolves in Central Eurasia around 
14-15, 000 years ago, though some argue it was as early as 30,000 years ago. 

Hinds Cave, Texas 
Koster Site, IL 

Dogs came to the Americas at the end of  the Pleistocene with early hunter-gatherers All 
prehistoric dogs are descended from Eurasian Gray Wolves, though later, some dogs were 
“back bred” with American Gray Wolves to possibly increase their size and thicken their coats. 
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Prehistoric American dogs were originally very  homogenous in size, with an average 
shoulder height about 40 centimeters (15 inches) and a lean body shape. 

Dogs served a variety of  secular roles, including hunting, companions, and guards. Sometimes dogs were 
used as a food resource when other resources were scarce.  

Dogs also carried packs for humans or pulled a travois to help transport wood, meat and household items. 
Thoracic vertebra on many dogs show curvature of  the spinous processes (center), which has been linked to 
carrying heavy loads or pulling sleds. 

Dogs were also used for ritual purposes. They were buried in cemeteries—either by themselves or with 
humans and were sometimes consumed for ritual purposes, such as during healing ceremonies. 
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