
Introduction 
It is a given that today we live in an increasingly 
globalized, interconnected world. Interactions between 
diverse peoples have never been easier, due to ever-
evolving technologies as well as easily accessible, 
online communication spaces and social networking 
platforms. Therefore, it is increasingly important that 
educators develop within their students skills of 
effective interaction with those from diverse 
backgrounds, cultures, and belief structures unlike their 
own (Kohn & Warth, 2011). Learning about and 
interacting with others unlike ourselves may lead to 
global awareness, the reduction of prejudices and 
misunderstandings, bridging differences, setting the 
stage for peaceful coexistence and intercultural 
understanding (UNESCO, 2013), and the development of 
‘worldmindedness’ (Merryfield, et al., 2008). 
Intercultural development entails interaction between 
peoples of two or more different cultures for promoting 
deepened understanding. In the case of this project, the 
students interacted to research an assigned topic and 
co-create a project based on their collaborative efforts 
and research. 
 
The following is an outline of a telecollaborative 
project conducted over the course of two semesters 
between SUNY Oneonta preservice teachers in an 
elementary education technology course and middle 
school students from the Balkan countries of Croatia and 
Bosnia-Herzegovina who were learning English. 
Addressed will be lessons learned, suggestions for 
conducting one’s own telecollaborative project, and 
links to global organizations and networks for 
collaborative purposes. 
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Process 
Students put in assigned groups, with 2 preservice 
teachers along with 2-3 students from each of the 
participating classrooms from Croatia and BiH per 
group. 
 
First engaged in a ‘getting to know you’ process. 
Then focused on the collaborative project. 
 

Topics 
Spring 2015: comparing educational systems, such 
as school uniforms, bullying and how addressed, 
technology in the schools for student use, after-
school programs 
 
Fall 2015: human rights, such as those with special 
needs, bullying, migration and refugees, conflict 
resolution, diversity 

Challenges 
Time zone delay for communication (6 hour 
difference); children’s lack of consistent access to 
technology and internet; getting familiar with the 
technology (Edmodo and Padlet); language ability 
considerations; topic complexity; inconsistent 
student collaboration; occasional breakdown in 
communication between the teachers; start and end 
dates (sticking to them) 

Participants 
SUNY Oneonta elementary education preservice 
teachers in educational technology course and 
upper elementary/middle school students 
learning English as a Foreign Language from 
Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina (BiH). 
 

Spring 2015 
1 group of U.S. preservice teachers with students 
from Orehovica, Croatia  
 
2 groups of U.S. preservice teachers with students 
from Nustar, Croatia 
 

Fall 2015 
1 group of U.S. preservice teachers with students 
from Orehovica, Croatia, and Vlasenica, BiH 
 

                Teacher Recommendations      Preservice Teachers’ Recommendations 
 

 
 

Links 
Around The World with 80 Schools 
http://aroundtheworldwith80schools.net/ 
Center for Interactive Learning and Collaboration 
www.cilc.org 
Connect All Schools     www.connectallschools.org 
ePals     www.epals.com   
Global Buddy     www.globalbuddy.org   
Global Education Collaborative     
www.globaleducationconference.com 
Global Nomads Group (for middle and high school 
students)     www.gng.org  
Global School Net     www.globalschoolnet.org  
iEARN     https://iearn.org/  
Kidlink     
http://www.kidlink.org/index.html 
Know My World     http://knowmyworld.org/  
Skype in the Classroom     https://education.skype.com/  
TakingITGlobal     http://www.tigweb.org/ 
The Center for Global Education   
http://tcge.tiged.org/index.html  
The Global Classroom Project         
http://theglobalclassroomproject.org/  
The Mixxer (language exchange)    
http://www.language-exchanges.org/  
UNESCO Associated Schools Project – ASPnet  
http://www.state.gov/p/io/unesco/c18952.htm  
WorldVuze (K-12 teachers only) https://worldvuze.com/    

Technologies used 
Edmodo as an online classroom space used in this 
case for student communication and collaboration 
(www.edmodo.com)  
 
Padlet for creating their finalized presentations 
(http://padlet.com)  
 
Google site for showcasing the completed project 
Padlets (spring 2015) 
  
Viber, Skype and email for teacher real-time 
communication (www.viber.com)  

Table 1 
	  

Teachers’ Telecollaboration Project Recommendations 
 	  

Preparation	   Start early. Send out participation permission slips (K-12 setting), which would include permission 
to post pictures and videos of themselves, along with specific date when the slips are to be 
returned; have students engage in pre-collaboration research about the country where the 
participating students live; show your students a video about the participating students’ country 
which could include its history, pictures, etc.	  

Groupings	   If possible, a maximum of 2 students per each participating country in each working group is 
preferable 
	  

Technology  
Access	  

If internet and computer access of the participating students is limited, have the teacher schedule 
in advance with the school IT person when the students can utilize the technology lab; take into 
account time required for the project based on technology and internet access	  

Technology 	   Teachers first familiarize themselves with Edmodo and Padlet, particularly with the settings 	  

Edmodo	   One teacher creates the classroom and invites the other teachers in, with permission rights; the 
same teacher or another can create the individual working groups and ‘place’ the students in each 
one	  

Padlet 
considerations	  

One teacher creates each group Padlet or can assign a student to create it; make sure the group 
students send their email or Padlet usernames early to the person who is creating the group 
Padlet; each teacher must be invited into each group Padlet; make sure only the person who 
created the Padlet has administrator/manager rights—this is to prevent a team member from 
deleting the Padlet; the rest should have only Edit rights	  

Communication	   Teachers stay in continual contact with each other throughout the project to discuss, make project 
adjustments, and so forth; if possible, have students meet in real time using Skype or similar; have 
each team create a video of themselves to create a personalized relationship with their team 
counterparts, and post the videos to the Edmodo site (large and working groups); students have 
regularly scheduled and required number of times they are to ‘talk’ with each other in their 
Edmodo groups via postings	  

Topics	   Teachers can assign the topics, groups can choose the topics, or a combination of the two 
approaches; use easy, high-interest topics and/or challenging topics; be mindful of ELL students’ 
language and comprehension skills when deciding on the topic(s) as this may affect the research 
portion of the project	  

Assessment	   Create an evaluative tool to assess the students on what they are required to do, such as Padlet 
settings, number of Edmodo postings and what is required in the postings; what is required on 
their group product (can include grammar and spelling), and so forth	  

Wrap-up	   Students provide a reflection regarding what they learned from the telecollaborative experience 
tied to worldmindedness; students can create a Prezi, PowerPoint or emaze (www.emaze.com) 
presentation on what they learned and present it to their classmates; students can audiotape or 
videotape their reflections and post it in Edmodo	  

Project site	   Create a project site, such as a Google site, to showcase the completed group Padlets 	  

Table 2	  

Preservice Teachers’ Telecollaboration Project Recommendations 
	  

Countries 	   Share with each other information about one’s country—pictures, video 
clips, explanations in an audio or video recording, etc.	  

Face-to-face	   If time zones permit, have a live video chat through Skype or chat through 
Google Hangout	  

Pen pals	   Send handwritten letters as well to continue a sense of connectedness	  

Technology in 
general	  

Continue to find and use available technology to teach about the world and 
connecting with students in other countries	  

Communication	   Require all students to post and participate in the group conversations at 
least 2-3 times a week; have a list of topics or prompts to respond to and talk 
about with each other; have the collaborating teachers chat with the 
students; require the students to continue conversing in their Edmodo 
groups during the Padlet phase	  

Edmodo	   Have some sort of translator (possibly Google translate) when students post 
in their own language or when wanting to write something in the other 
students’ language; post pictures; share something of personal interest to 
develop camaraderie; when posting, avoid using slang	  

Padlet	   Make sure the students provide their names when they add something (text, 
picture, video link); when a picture or link is provided, write some text about 
what it is; post what they learned from their research; have a ‘communication 
box’ on the Padlet to leave notes for each other and then delete it once the 
final product is done	  

Lessons Learned 

Google site for completed 
Padlets spring 2015 
Nustar, Croatia and  

preservice teachers group 
 
https://sites.google.com/site/
handsacrossthewatercrony/home  
 


