
Chemistry 
• iSpartan: powerful 2D to 3D molecular visualization app

  I’m App-y and I Know It  	
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	The Serious Side

Communication 
• Google Voice: create a new number to use for 

texting with your students; answer on your 
computer; set up do not disturb hours 

• PingPad: team communication; collaborative 
notes, delegated task lists, chat (any internet 
connected device, free)

Augmented Reality Fun 
1.  Download Aurasma (iOS and Android, free) 
2.  Follow the two Oneonta auras by Jacs  
3.  Point your camera toward a picture in the 

SOJournal

During and After Class 
• Baiboard: collaborative 

whiteboard, many simultaneous 
users (Mac and iPad only, free) 

• Socrative: electronic quizzes 
(any internet connected device, 
free) 

• ColorID: precise color 
identification (iOS and Android, 
free) 

• ColorAssist: more powerful 
color identification (iPhone, 
$0.99) 

• Notability: pdf annotation; mark 
up any pdf (slides, articles, 
etc.); great for lectures or 
paperless grading; voice 
annotations (Mac & iOS, $5.99 
each) TAKING PROCRASTINATION TO A WHOLE NEW LEVEL
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ENDOWMENT GROWTH CONTINUES 
TO SET RECORDS 
     Just over two years after a coffee hour accident involving 
then-new Dean of  Natural and Mathematical Sciences, 
Venkat Sharma, life at SUNY Oneonta has seen drastic 
changes. The event on September 13, 2013 involved Sharma 
(pictured below) and chemistry professor Jacqueline Bennett, 
who was experimenting with a “green” solvent system at the 
time. Bennett had been carrying some of  the new solvent with 
her to the informal meeting with Sharma and accidentally 
spilled some of  the concoction into Sharma’s coffee and onto 
his skin, leading to his transmogrification into a zombie-like 
creature. While his appearance changed dramatically, Sharma 
maintained most of  his original personality traits. Fortunately, 
Sharma has no need to feed  on materials difficult to access on 
campus. Rather, he has a penchant for pizza and barbecue, 
both abundantly available in the area.  
     It became quickly apparent that Sharma, already a tireless 
worker, was unstoppable with his enhanced characteristics. His 
fundraising trips began doubling, then tripling their usual 
revenue. Once the Trustees recognized this advantage, they 
voted for other administrators to be transmogrified, about 
25% of  all administrators in the first year, including members 
of  the disciplinary committees. The “mogs” were responsible 
for tripling the endowment in the first year. Most of  the 
remaining administrators have since become mogs. No longer 
requiring sleep, or even offices, the mogs spend their time 
visiting faculty, attending a variety of  faculty and student 
meetings, and traveling on fundraising trips. The latter has led 
to the endowment growing at record pace. Barry Warren, 
Associate Vice President for College Advancement, stated, 
“Despite the most recent campaign winding down, our 
fundraising momentum continues!” The campaign, 
“Possibilities Full of  Promise,” ran from April 2013 to the end 
of  June 2015. This year the 
College once again 
received a four-star 
“exceptional” rating by 
Charity Navigator, the 
leading independent 
charity evaluator in 
America.  
     Fundraising is not the 
only area where the 
College has seen an influx 
of  money. Faculty are 
seeking grants in larger 
numbers than ever before. 
Kathy Meeker, Director of  
the Grants Development 
Office, noted “In the past 
year, with unprecedented 
support from academic 
administration, our faculty have been stepping up to the plate 
to seek external funding in record numbers.” All in all, the 
College’s fourth goal in its Strategic Plan, strengthening its 
financial sustainability, appears to be well within grasp.  
     Campus atmosphere has also seen improvement recently. 
Ron Bishop, a member of  the College Senate, observed, 
“Senate meetings, once notable for outbursts of rancorous 
discord, have been remarkably civil in the last academic year.” 
Though others seemed less impressed with the changes. When 
asked about the differences between working with 
administrators now and before Mog Day (September 13, 
2013), one beleaguered administrative assistant, who wished to 
remain anonymous, observed, “I really can’t tell any 
difference.” 

	 Is this the beginning of  the amogalypse? Only if  you’re 
not at SUNY Oneonta.

Dragon mascot destroys SUNY Oneonta 
administration building Saturday to make 
way for highly anticipated recreation center
     The latest project made possible by SUNY Oneonta’s huge budget surplus 
officially began this past Saturday. The new and improved “Dragon’s Lair,” a 
luxury resort-like center intended for students and employees alike is being built at 
the site of  the former Netzer Administration Building, which was destroyed 
Saturday by the College’s mascot. The newest Red Dragon mascot, a live dragon 
purchased recently by the Student Association, was unveiled earlier this year. The 
new mascot, Lilli, participated in the First Annual Red Dragon Pig Roast earlier in 
the day and in a bonfire later in the evening. Care for the docile creature has 
largely been uneventful since her acquisition, though there was an incident a few 
months back when the College was evacuated and Lilli quarantined after she 
accidentally ingested a family of  skunks. 
     Lilli has been unexpectedly useful in many ways around campus. The first 
annual Records Destruction Day was held last week, with Lilli incinerating all the 
sensitive documents. Before Lilli, such documents were shredded by outside 
companies at considerable cost to the College. Lilli has also been helpful as an 
alternative energy source at the Central Heating Plant during recent cold spells. 
The College plans to use her extensively this winter to clear sidewalks and 
roadways, saving both time and money on materials and labor. 
     Construction on the $200M center will begin next spring. Many amenities will 
be included, with different facilities targeting different parts of  the Oneonta 
community students and employees. An all-inclusive gaming area containing 
modern and old-style games will target students primarily. A faculty and staff  
lounge and free childcare will target employees. Amenities that all Oneonta family 
members will appreciate: a third Starbuck’s location with free 24-hour delivery,  a 
large theater for festivals, and a variety of  national chain restaurants. All facilities 
will be open 24-hours and free for students, employees, and their family members. 
An additional massive scenic bridge will be built over the quad connecting the Lair 
to Milne Library that will allow residents and visitors to appreciate the 
breathtaking Oneonta views throughout the year and to participate in bungee 
jumping during finals week. Surprisingly, faculty have expressed the most interest in 
this latter activity. 
     After a long day of  celebration and giddy anticipation of  the new Dragon’s Lair, 
Saturday’s festivities concluded with the Prom of  the Living Dead, a free annual 
event sponsored by the Zombie Defense Corps, one of  the many student clubs 
available at the College. For more information about SUNY Oneonta, the area, or 
to apply, visit http://suny.oneonta.edu.  

Welcome to SUNY Otopia!
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