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I am satisfied with the Locked Study Carrels guidelines. 
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My research has benefitted as a result of working in the carrel.
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My carrel is a better working environment for research than my office.
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My research necessitates that I be close to library collections.
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The college should add more faculty carrels in the library.
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Carrels are important for faculty retention. 
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I plan to request a carrel in the future.
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Carrels aid research necessary for faculty term contract renewal and successful 
applications for continuing appointment.

n=21
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The library needs to improve its promotion of the availability of carrels to faculty.

Results
(n=22 unless otherwise noted)
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Is your departmental office shared with at least one other faculty member?

What is your Department? 
History 7 
English 4 
Management, 
Marketing and 
Information Systems 

2 

Library 2 
Political Science 1 
Africana & Latino 
Studies 

1 

Mathematics, 
Statistics & 
Computer Science 

1 

Cooperstown 
Graduate Program 

1 

Psychology 1 
Human Ecology 1 
Physics & Astronomy 1 

 

Abstract 
 

Are physical spaces still essential in academic libraries in the digital 
age?  One of the action items in the Milne Library’s 2012-13 assessment 
plan was to survey faculty who use the library’s locked study carrels to 
determine both need for the carrels and satisfaction with the new 
guidelines for carrels.  The library has fourteen locked study carrels located 
in on the third level of the building which is designated as the library’s 
quiet study floor.  According to the guidelines, which were approved by the 
Library Committee in February 2012, locked study carrels are “available to 
faculty based upon an agreement with the library and the Library 
Committee.”  First priority is given to tenure-track faculty, then tenured 
faculty and finally to any faculty member who needs study space.  Carrels 
must be requested every year.   
 

The carrel survey was conducted between March 22 and April 10, 
2013.  Twenty-seven faculty were surveyed and twenty-two faculty 
completed the survey.  The majority of carrels holders are from 
departments in the School of Social Science (11), followed by the School of 
Arts and Humanities (4) and the School of Economics and Business (2).  
Based on the responses to the survey questions, the results demonstrate 
there is a strong need for the carrels.   For example, respondents 
overwhelmingly agreed that carrels aid research necessary for successful 
applications for faculty term contract renewal and continuing appointment; 
provide better working environment for research than their departmental 
offices; and are important for faculty retention.  The most cited benefits of 
carrels included a quiet place to work and proximity to collections.  Thus, 
this study shows that despite the proliferation of digital resources at Milne 
Library, physical spaces in the form of locked study carrels still form a vital 
part of the library’s mission.   
 
 

 

 

The faculty carrels are 

essential to the intellectual 

life of the College. 

 

In just a semester and a half, I have used 

my carrel for writing, research, translating, 

and even as a silent place to grade and prep 

lectures. My stress level is minimal, my 

relationship with my officemate is superb, I 

am on top of all my prep and grading, and I 

have finished three articles. 

 

My library carrel was crucial for the 
completion of a 375 page book and a recent 
article…. Both these publications are the 
result of having a locked library carrel.  

 
 

The quiet space they provide for 
writing and reading is invaluable to 
those of [us]in the humanities who 
have shared offices on noisy corridors 
and young children at home. 

 

 

I hope you are able to keep them open 
and it would be great if private ones 
are available in the future. I share mine 
but it has worked out especially since I 
knew my carrel-mate before we were 
assigned the same one. 

 

 

I appreciate the college providing me with a 
carrel. Unlike working at home, there are no 
distractions and I can work for blocks of time 
before I go to my classes. It is great that it is 
located in the library because I can go 
downstairs, search materials in the library's 
collections and ask questions of the extrmely 
(sic) helpful library staff. It has made a 
difference in the quality of my research. 

 

 

My specialty is Eastern Europe in 

general….. All of my sources, therefore, are 

not in English and must be translated, a 

job that requires both time and quiet, not 

to mention the ready availability of various 

library resources, from print material to 

reference librarians. 

 
Would use it more if it were a more 
comfortable space. It's adequate, but 
a little cramped. 

 

 
I am okay with sharing. 

 

 

I feel that the supply of 
carrels should be 
sufficient enough in a 
college library to warrant 
less frequent application 
by those who need such 
space to do research. 

 

Other Benefits of the Carrels 
 

 Intellectual space. The library is not only a building to house books; it has a profound 
psychological impact on academics in placing us within an atmosphere that is not about 
marking, or teaching or committee work, but allows us to let all of that go and, in an 
undisturbed environment, devote ourselves, if only for a few hours, to our research and 
academic development. 

 

 It is a quiet place to work yet it is close enough to Jazzman's that I can go downstairs 
for a few minutes, recharge my mental batteries and come back upstairs to work. 
Because I don't always bring my laptop with me to the carrel, it gives me some 
uninterrupted quiet time to actually think. I know I would not have completed my 
article last semester if I had not spent dedicated time in my carrel. 

 

 A number of tenure-track faculty members, such as myself, share an office. That is fine 
for meeting with students, but it is a difficult situation for trying to do research. The 
carrels make it possible for someone like myself to have a place to accomplish research 

 

 Proximity to reference librarians 
 

 I use my carrel for grading and reviewing theses. It is a [quiet] place to work where 
students will not appear unexpectedly and I can check sources immediately if 
necessary. 

 

 It is important to have a specified space which is dedicated to research and nothing 
else. Just the same way a laboratory is a dedicated space for science research, a library 
carrel is a dedicated space for serious scholarship. Mentally knowing that when you 
shut the door to the carrel you will not be interrupted, you will be able to access 
research related resources and have time and space to think is crucial. 

 

 For people like myself who shares an office with another faculty member is crucial to 
have a carrel because when my office mate is talking to a student i have a place where I 
can go and work and be productive. It is impossible to concentrate when my office 
mate is talking to someone in the office 

 

 Freedom from distractions (my office is next to our department office) 
 

 I might be sharing an office soon and to not have the chance to have a space in one's 
own library where one can solely focus on research would be a shame. 

 

To which priority group (as 
described in the Locked Study 
Carrels Policy) do you belong? 

First: Untenured, but tenure-
track faculty member, or faculty 
member on sabbatical, whose 
research benefits from ready 
access to collections 

36% 

Second: Tenured faculty member, 
whose research benefits from 
ready access to library collections 

50% 

Third: Any faculty member 
requiring study space for one 
semester, or the academic year, 
who has not previously been able 
to obtain a carrel 

14% 
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What are the benefits of the carrels?  Check all that apply 
(by number of respondents)


