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Background   

Conclusion  

Rationale  

•The apparel industry is one of the largest contributors 
to environmental degradation 

-Wastewater, polluted air, toxic chemicals, solid 
waste.. 
 

•Poor working conditions are endemic in the fashion 
industry 

-Sweatshops, human rights, instability of 
employment..  
 

•UN declared 2005-2014 as a decade of sustainable 
development (UNESCO, 2005) 

-The current education does not properly provide 
the solutions to global environmental, societal 
and economic problems  
 

• Greening the educational experience in SUNY 
Oneonta (Sustainability Task force, 2011) 

- To integrate sustainability into class curriculum in 
SUNY Oneonta 

       

Project Goal & 
Description 

•Goal  

-To better prepare future graduates in 
understanding the apparel quality from a holistic 
perspective based on a balance of social, 
economic, and environmental considerations 
 

•Description 

- Incorporate sustainability into the Apparel 
Quality Analysis course  

 

•How the quality of apparel products is examined has 
radically changed over the last decade  

- Apparel quality goes beyond a product itself and 
encompasses process/system issues (e.g., 
production processes, trading partnerships) 

-The quality of apparel products cannot be 
evaluated solely based on the objective measures 
(e.g., fabric, construction) 
 

•The impacts that apparel products have on the 
environment and the society as a whole need to be 
holistically examined  

 

•Two areas 

- Integrate far-reaching sustainability issues that complement the current course curriculum 

-Develop student-centered learning exercises for better engagement 

 

 
•A teaching module for the course was developed using several books that discuss the sustainability in the textiles and 
apparel industry (e.g., Agins, 2000; Cline, 2012; Hethorn, J. & Ulasewicz, 2008) 

Chapter  Conventional focus Sustainability topics  

Fabrication  physical properties of fibers/yarns/fabrics 
and fabric tests for functionality 

the environmental impact of fibers and 
processing 

Stitches and Seams  types and physical properties of stitches and 
seams 

root causes of low quality construction such as 
sweatshop issues and trading relationships 

Quality Assurance  company’s quality standards and testing 
methods 

ethical fashion, ethical consumerism and the 
cost of cheap fast fashion 

Finding Items  the examination of label information such 
as fiber content and manufacturers.  

the meaning beyond made-in-China label 

Figure 1. In-class book discussion Figure 2. Window displays to promote sustainable 
fashion 

Project Assessment 
•Informal & formal feedback  

- Students’ positive comments to the instructor  
-The scores for students’ perception of instruction 
for the course significantly improved compared to 
those prior to this project implementation 
 

•Students’ comments 
-“I truly enjoyed your class and it has forever left a 
lasting impact on my life and a greater impact on 
my career path in the fashion industry.” 
-“The course got me really excited to start working 
in the fashion industry and make some of those 
necessary changes we’ve discussed.” 
-“Best and most beneficial fashion class Oneonta 
offers.” 

•Offers insight into how sustainability might best be 
incorporated into the Apparel Quality Analysis course  

-Provides resources to other instructors to 
develop similar courses in different areas 
 

•The project continues to be a work-in-progress 

- The instructor plans to create the assessment 
instruments tailored to this course to measure 
the effectiveness of this course more 
systemically 
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Table 1. Examples of topics integrated within curriculum 

•The instructor created student-directed and collaborative learning environment that included sustainability-focused 
group discussions, reading assignments, research-based projects, and sharing 

Susquehanna Faculty Workshop, based on nationally 
recognized models known for their innovative approach to 
curricular change, is designed to be an intellectually 
stimulating and collegial experience for teaching faculty at 
SUNY-Oneonta. In May of 2014, 8 faculty from 7 different 
departments participated in the 2-day workshop to explore 
how to meaningfully integrate sustainability into the 
classroom. 

This Project was funded by SUNY Oneonta 
Teaching Development Grant and Sustainable 
Susquehanna Faculty Workshop.  
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