
Diversity correlates with innovation and creativity (Forbes Insights, 2011).  Creating 
an inclusive environment is essential for students, faculty and staff to stimulate 
innovation and foster creativity in higher education.  Involvement in clubs and 
organizations is considered a meaningful way for students to learn about diversity on 
college campuses.  The purpose of the report is to explore together how student 
cultural organizations facilitate diversity on campus.  I argue that these organizations 
enhance student motivation to learn about differences in general, and especially of 
various ethnic and cultural groups on college campuses. 

  
The KCC (Korean Cultural Club) 

In Spring 2011, three (3) South Korean students and I (the advisor) initiated Korean 
Cultural Club (KCC) to enrich SUNY Oneonta by promoting awareness of Korean 
culture to the SUNY Oneonta students, faculty, and community members. The KCC 
directly and immediately benefits the college by providing valuable opportunities to 
experience cultural and social diversities on campus.  The Student Association (SA) 
of the SUNY Oneonta officially approved the organization in 2012.  We currently 
have seven Executive Board Members and ninety six (96) General Body Members. 

  
The KCC exposes SUNY Oneonta students to diversity in a couple of ways.  First, 
students experience diversity through lively discussions related to historical, 
cultural, social, and political issues.  One example of the topics is the relations 
among several Asian countries, especially, China, Japan, South Korea and North 
Korea.  Students are able to encounter diverse opinions and views of other students. 
  
Second, students engage with diverse peers and learn about diversity through 
various involvements in club activities and events. Such activities include Korean 
Movie Night, KCC BBQ Party, Window Painting, and KCC Talent Night.  Much 
positive feedback and many inspired comments on these events are given from the 
students, faculty, staff, and community members.  The organization was chosen as 
an Outstanding Cultural Club 2013 - 2014 by the Student Association at SUNY 
Oneonta.   

SUNY Oneonta is becoming increasingly diverse with a notable increase in the 
number of students who have diverse gender, racial, social, economic, ethnic, and 
cultural backgrounds.  SUNY Oneonta students are aware of and appreciate the 
value of differences.  Clearly, the dynamic KCC events and activities help students 
to enhance the diversity experience and practice on the SUNY Oneonta campus.
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SUNY Oneonta 
KCC Events 

Fall Annual Event: Korean BBQ Party

 Spring Annual Event: Talent Night 

Every Semester: Movie Night 

KCC GB Meetings 

KCC Social Activities 
OH-Festival  

 Replay for Life 

Heart Walk 

KCC Diversity programs 
Chingu-Buddy 

Global Movement Festival 

KCC Award 

 MSC Conference 


