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INTRODUCTION 
Rural Africa is undergoing tremendous 

accelerated change that is often associated with 

the ongoing global environmental and economic 

change.  Numerous studies have focused on 

changes in the livelihoods of different 

communities across the continent. This study 

focuses on the spatial dimensions of this 

phenomenon from the vantage point of land use 

and land cover change of a rural county in 

Western Kenya.  

METHODS 
A combination of quantitative, qualitative and 

spatial techniques were used to examine the land 

use and land cover change trajectory of Vihiga 

county over a 25 year period (1985- 2010) that was 

marked with significant economic change at the 

national level.   Change detection was performed 

on LANDSAT imagery for 1985, 2001 and 2010 

while household surveys and key informant 

interviews yielded explanatory information for the 

observed biophysical changes. 

 DATA COLLECTION 
240 households surveys, 33 key informant 

interviews and 4 focus groups discussions 
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RESULTS 
At the County level, the results show significant 

reorganization of rural space that includes peri-

urban expansion, simultaneous loss of old 

growth indigenous forest cover and subsequent 

emergence of second growth exotic forest cover, 

and improved road networks in the wake of 

accelerated capitalist development. Changes at 

the household level indicate a sustained effort to 

continue to grow food crops while also 

embracing cash crop production on a limited 

scale. 

CONCLUSION 

The changes in land use and land cover in 

Western Kenya are reflexive of the ongoing 

transformations in rural economies in sub 

Saharan Africa as communities shift from 

subsistence economies and engage more in 

economic activities that are market 

oriented.  Global neoliberal economic 

change has accelerated this process. These 

findings have significant implications for 

formulation of rural development  policies. 
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