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Introduction 

Approximately six percent of the students enrolled in SUNY 

Oneonta wish to pursue post-graduate training in the health 

sciences and will enroll in the Biology Department’s two-semester 

course sequence in Human Anatomy and Physiology.  In an attempt 

to provide the most effective instruction in anatomy and 

physiology the Biology Department at SUNY Oneonta is committed 

to the goal of developing a state-of-the-art teaching laboratory that 

promotes active learning. 

Current Efforts to Promote Active Learning 

 

The Cadaver Issue 

The major weakness of our current program is the lack of exposure to 

cadaver dissection. Use of cadavers in anatomy has traditionally been 

reserved for professional and paraprofessional schools.  There is however a 

growing trend to involve undergraduate students in this approach.  Although 

cadaver dissection is attractive to students, this activity may not be the most 

effective or appropriate method for undergraduate courses.   

Virtual Anatomy 

The use of virtual anatomy technology offers promise for developing active-

learning pedagogies for undergraduate anatomy and physiology instruction.  

The newly developed virtual anatomy table  marketed by Anatomage was 

specifically designed for this purpose and provides the means for students 

to dissect cadavers and visualize structures in ways that are almost 

impossible to see with preserved specimens.  The next phase of our 

development plan is to create a virtual anatomy laboratory featuring virtual 

anatomy tables.  We are currently seeking funding sources to support this 

endeavor. 

•Data acquisition systems are used to monitor 

physiologic variables. 

•The Department has acquired a substantial collection of 

anatomic models. 

• Students engage in detailed dissections of preserved 

cats. 
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