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Hurricanes Irene and Lee caused disastrous 
flooding in August and September of 2011. 
For example, it flooded 274/290 homes at 

levels of 4ft -18ft in Schoharie. SUNY 
Oneonta launched a full-force volunteer 

effort and brought muscle, tools, 
enthusiasm, experience, and a strong 
commitment to helping our neighbors.  

Introduction 

Over the course of two semesters, CSRC sent a 
steady stream of eager and hard-working student, 
staff, and faculty volunteers. The SUNY Oneonta 

volunteer community joined together to help 
disaster victims in Schoharie, Arkville, 

Margaretville, Sidney, Prattsville, Nichols, Owego, 
Dryden, and other neighboring communities.  

Volunteers 
Students enrolled in Introduction to 

Geography and Coastal Zone Management 
enriched their academic experience by 

engaging in disaster relief efforts in 
Schoharie. Service-learning entails a 

symbiotic relationship between students and 
the community they are serving. Reciprocity 

is a core concept of service-learning. 

Service-Learning 

Jill Stafford (Alumni Office) and Jared 
Stanley (Creative Media Services) work 
with a student to rip up a floor in Nichols.  

Environmental Science students enrolled 
in Coastal Zone Management learned 
about waste management following a 

disaster. 

Linda Drake helps muck out a 
basement in Arkville.  

� Teaches civic responsibility 
� Develops critical thinking skills 
� Instills values 
� Stimulates personal growth 
� Students apply skills to solve problems 

� Builds a sense of community 
� Creates lifelong friendships 
� Develops leaders and team players 
� Connects the classroom with real-world problems 
� Reflection allows for analysis and appreciation of service 

Geography and ENVS students 
help clean up flood debris in 

Schoharie. 

CSRC volunteers help gut  
a building in Sidney. 

Service-Learning has many benefits: 

The SUNY Oneonta 
community sent 866 

volunteers who worked 
6,928 hours and saved 
communities $187,887! 

Over 60 of these 
volunteers were faculty 

and staff. 
 

Thank you to our 
volunteer community! 

SUNY Oneonta 
administration supports 

the volunteer community. 
They purchased the tools 
and supplies we needed, 

and paid for the van 
transportation for an 

entire academic year! 
 

Thank you! 

The SUNY Oneonta volunteer community 
helps the Elks Club in Sidney. UUP 
members worked side-by-side with 

students. 

SUNY Oneonta volunteers help Bryce 
Nelson and Cindy Mitteager (both alumni) 

with their house and yard in Schoharie 

Geography students clean 
contaminants off household goods. 

Alumni Cindy Mitteager shows 
the flood line in her house 

Jared Stanley wins the NWCA 
“Best of Brand Solid Service 

Video Award.” 

Michael Koch (Philosophy) and Hanfu 
Mi (Education) working in Schoharie. 

Student Pete Lacell volunteered 
every weekend 

Flood lines shown, 
Schoharie. 

Mucking a house in 
Fleichsmanns. 


