
Re-Construction of a Civil Society, Sustainable Alternatives to Tragedies of the Commons:   
Central Asian Dilemmas   

Countries such as Kazakhstan, Kirgizstan, 
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and Afghanistan in 
Central Asia share contested water resources.  
Models for fair and sustainable water 
allocation as foundation for the establishment 
of a civil society (lost during Russian/Soviet 
reign cotton-monoculture) can build on 1) a 
localized structure of society as communities 
and  2) a tradition of neighborhood assistance, 
“Hashar”. Alternative locally founded models 
of accountability, that could and will help 
prevent a tragedy of the commons as 
observable in the disappearance of the Aral 
Sea, need two elements: 1) local ownership 
and 2) national/international infrastructure 
agreements. By “Invoking Civil Society,” Charles 
Taylor (1995, 206) defines “a web of autonomous 
associations independent of the state which 
bind citizens together in matters of common 
concern…” Included is the implicit admission 
that the “Western” models for civil society as 
building stones for individuals in capitalistic 
societies are not exclusive of alternatives.  
Non-governmental organizations and non-
contractual models have to be also considered. 
An Uzbek Teahouse, Askal  or Mirab (local 
water management association) can  provide 
models for sustainable, international forms of 
cooperation. 

   
Applied Philosophy along the Silk Road: There are no incurable diseases - only the lack of will. 

There are no worthless herbs - only the lack of knowledge. 
Attributed to  

Abu Ali Ibn Sina – Avicenna- Aβιτζιανός (981 - 1037) سینا ابن عبدهللا ابن الحسین علی ابو 

 

Immanuel Kant's main principle regarding civil society 
follows the categorical imperative in claiming that we 
have to treat other people as ends in themselves rather 
than means to the ends of others. The reciprocal 
nature of such duties, in a forum of people who share a 
common value system, is not god given, scientific or 
ideological. It is cultural, and has to be determined by 
the members of said communities. If this maxim is 
followed, out of a common understanding, peoples of 
different nationalities will be able to share the same 
resources without overconsumption, overuse. The goal 
is to reconcile individual needs of people while at the 
same time achieving collective ends. Sustainable 
Societies require Responsive Citizens: cultural traditions 
along the silk road include Sunni and Schia Islam, 
Sufism, Buddhism's, and traditions to tend your 
environment as a garden with water and plants 
(abstractly in carpets and ornaments). – see 3rd article 
in Kant’s Perpetual Peace and the cosmopolitan 
interpretation by Seyla  Benahbib: Pluralism allows for 
common answers that transcend borders.                                    
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Hashar, Uzbek 
tradition of 
tenidng common 
resources 

Tradition of 
Community 
Service: 
voluntarism 
opposed to 
ascription 
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through local 
tradition 

The Silk Road combines local tradtions, commnuty based, in the oasises of Karakalpakstan, Buchara and Samakrand 
– ranging from Sufism over symbolic gardens to buddhist roots. Common Goal: sutainable water managment 

The Amudarya Basin Project (transboundary network based in Brussels) 

Unites 4 nations by collaboration of young Environmental Scientists. 

Related concept of the Public Sphere by  
Jürgen Habermas: intracultural dialogue 
that leads to common solutions  

The installation  of 
Windmills as state 
sponsored 
infra-structure will 
allow to produce 
about 1.28 million 
kilowatt of energy 
(Uzbek)- if shared,  
it could decrease 
tensions with  
up-stream 
countries (2012, 
alternative to 
Rogun Dam) 

Archi-culture, 
in this context, 
is derived from 
a concept of 
first culture –
and in the 
Islamic 
tradition of the 
Garden, 
iincludes the 
elements of 
environmental 
ethics which 
can be 
translated in 
values shared 
today: 

water, as sustaining 
life, protection, in 
the form of a garden 
that is walled in.  
The alternative is 
desertification , 
water conservation 
is key to regional 
security . 
 

All central Asian rivers 
are polluted by 
chemical and organic 
fertilizers, city sewage 
and refuse of industry 

 A sustainably 
managed 
Environment 
requires 
responsible 
citizens, 
grounded in 
their 
communities 

Clean Water  in Tashkent Bazar  
as  condition for civil society: 
problem:  waste of resources 

Central 
 Asian 
traditions  

Objectives:  land-reclamation, decentralized 
drink/waste water management accrossborders 

All central Asian rivers are 
polluted by chemical and 
organic fertilizers, city 
sewage and refuse of 
industry 

Achim Koeddermann, Philosophy 

combine Islam          
with 

 Zoroastrian 
 and Buddhist 
iconography  

Central role of women 

Cultivation of local crafts as support 
for local communities 

Samarkand 

Local craftsmanship in Bukhara applied college, Sufi inscription 

Bazaar n Bukhara 

Aral Sea  
desertifica
tion as 
result of 
Kyzylkum 
Desert  
irrigation 
for cotton 

Restoration Ecology partial 
restoration of Northern 
Aral as “Triage”? 

Unbearable and 
environmental 
conditions in 
Karakalpakstan 

Desired impact of International Law as ius cosmopoliticum: UN  Convention on the Protection and Use of Trans boundary 
Watercourses and  International Lakes (March 17, 1992), just ratified by Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan 

Mahallas as core of a respectfuil, hospitable Islam 
 

The gardens and the mosque are 
well tended.: self-organization of 
civil society fits for local and 
international contexts: Social  

harmo
ny  and 
peace, 
coexis 
tence,
mainte
nance, 
 

Ibn Sīnā stands 
 for  
 
 
application 
 of philosophy 
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