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Introduction 
For over five seasons of excavations, the Colleges of SUNY  
Oneonta and Hartwick joined to investigate the Pine Lake 
site in Davenport, NY.  Students worked in the field five 
days a week, learning basic excavation methods, mapping, 
and field recording techniques.  Students also conducted 
laboratory analysis, learning procedures necessary for 
processing and preserving the materials they recovered.  
The aims of the course were to promote a greater 
understanding of and appreciation for Native American 
cultural traditions and enable students to put textbook 
knowledge of archaeological procedures into actual 
practice.   

History of Excavations 
New radiocarbon dates from several key areas of the site 
will help contextualize the most recent work at the site 
with prior excavations.  Previous excavations have 
identified multiple occupations at the Pine Lake site, 
concentrated in what is now the floodplain of Charlotte 
Creek.  The site was used as a farm and recreation area 
during the late 19th and 20th centuries.  Prior to this, 
between about 2,800 and 800 years before present, the 
site appears to have been used periodically as a short-term 
camp by small family groups who farmed and produced 
ceramics.  The oldest occupation at the site is represented 
by a short-term camp on a ridge between Charlotte Creek 
and Pine Lake and dates to around 8,000 years ago. 

Site Activities 
The site's unique geographic setting provides easy access to a 
variety of different ecosystems ranging from forested upland, peat 
bog, freshwater lake, marsh, the river and its floodplain. The 
features  (evidence of past activity) are generally hearths and 
cooking pits.  In addition, several post molds (imprints from poles 
of houses) were discovered, indicating several structures were 
constructed at the site. The stone tools indicate a variety of 
activities, including hunting, grinding seeds and nuts, and fishing. 

Future Goals 
These investigations clearly indicate that the Pine Lake site 
was an important location for many different people over a 
long period.  The site is unique in this sense: very few 
archaeological sites in the Northeast contain evidence of such 
long-term use. Our hope is that that future work at Pine Lake 
– archaeological, geological, ecological, and historical – will 
help us better understand the diversity of human-landscape 
relations in the past, as well as those we might envision for 
the present and the future. 

Many thanks to all of the students that have helped excavate.   We 
would also like to thank  SUNY Oneonta, Hartwick College and the 
staff at the Pine Lake Environment Center for all of their support.  
Special thanks to the Altell family for their  contribution, which paid 
for recent radiocarbon dates. 

Recent Finds 
Recent finds (such as a sandstone bead and carved sandstone 
bowl fragments) are exceedingly rare for the area where we 
are currently working (4000-2500 years before present) and 
provide additional material for understanding the complexity 
of this multi-component archaeological site. The work 
contributes to ongoing research on the subsistence, 
technology and settlement patterns of prehistoric people from 
the Upper Susquehanna Valley. 
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Recent Excavations 
Current excavations focused on a more intensive occupation on the 
floodplain and radiocarbon dates from charcoal and the style of 
projectile points suggest use of this area during the Lamoka phase of 
the Late Archaic period, ca. 4000-3500 year before present.  These 
are corroborated by one recent radiocarbon date from a hearth 
feature excavated in 2009 and 2011 that indicates this area of the site 
dates around 3,650 years before present. 
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