My last semester at Oneonta, I participated in the New York State Assembly Internship grogram.  It was a truly rewarding experience to be on the inside of Albany politics.  From my experience in the Assembly, I knew exactly where I wanted to start my political career.  The current economy and job market has made it difficult for many college graduates to find work, and my experience was no different.  I interviewed for a handful of positions but found myself matched up with candidates with more experience.  
I then received a call from one of my best friends and fellow SUNY Oneonta graduate, Kevin Elliott.  Kevin works at a radio station in New Rochelle.  Following a conversation with his station’s president, he made a connection regarding my interest in politics.  After a couple of emails and phone calls, I received notice from the Albany County Coordinator for Cuomo 2010.  I immediately accepted a volunteer position to work for the campaign.  I added an LSAT review course and accepted a job at a local bank to be able to afford to stay in Albany.  When you know what you love to do, you find ways to take steps forward to be successful.

Cuomo 2010 was a grassroots campaign.  As a Deputy Albany County Coordinator, I was in charge of organizing particular events and volunteers.  Many of the events were not even political events, but community events held throughout the summer.  I attended concerts, picnics, and fairs.  It was a great experience to get out in the public and talk about Andrew Cuomo’s five point pledge for a New New York.  I had an opportunity to discuss Cuomo’s platform and talk about the many issues facing the state.  I also assisted in advancing events in surrounding cities, and worked on visibility right up until Election Day.  

Even after the Governor was elected, I was fortunate to be asked to help with public events.  I volunteered at Inauguration and was in the “War Room” when Governor Cuomo was sworn in to office.  Later New Years Day, I was able to meet the Governor again in the Governor’s mansion (pictured).  I also volunteered for the State of the State Address, and helped the public and elected officials find their seats inside the Convention Center, including meeting former Mayor Ed Koch
As of right now I am still working and living in Albany.  I have been accepted to four law schools for the fall semester.  I am active with the Albany County Democratic Committee and am currently helping organize a Committee fundraiser to benefit the Wounded Warrior Project.  Furthermore, I recently accepted a volunteer position to be the field organizer for a local county legislative campaign.  In this economy, the trick is to find ways to stay involved with what you love.  Networking is the most important aspect of politics and there are a number of ways to make those connections.  I received a great education from the SUNY Oneonta Political Science Department, and am continually building upon that foundation.  
If you have any questions about working on a political campaign or the law school application process, please do not hesitate to contact me at edwardhydeclarke@gmail.com.

