PHIL 115 – Survey of World Religions

Second Exam: Study Questions

Provide a brief overview of the life of Muhammad. What activities and events were especially important to the development of Islam?
What is the Koran? How did it come to be?
Identify and discuss the basic theological concepts of Islam. What, according to Huston Smith, are the four “theological pegs on which the Koran’s teachings hang” (p. 159).
Identify and discuss the five pillars of Islam. 
Identify and discuss the primary social teachings of Islam.  Include specifics concerning economics, the status of women, race relations, and the use of force.
Provide a brief overview of Sufism. What are its primary features? Which ones does it share with other forms of Islam? Which ones are distinctive?

Identify and discuss the Jewish account of “the Other.”
Summarize and discuss Jewish views concerning nature/creation.
Summarize and discuss Jewish views concerning God, human existence, and history.

Summarize and discuss Jewish views concerning morality and justice.

In what ways have the Jewish people found meaning in suffering? How is the concept of a Messiah related to that suffering?

Why do Jews consider themselves to be a chosen people? What does it mean to be chosen?
Provide a brief overview of the life of Jesus. What activities and events were especially important to the development of Christianity?

How does one move from the Jesus of history to the Christ of faith?

Summarize and discuss the “good news” of Christianity.

Summarize and discuss the basic theological principles of Christianity. Pay particular attention to the idea that Jesus was fully God as well as fully human, concepts of sin and atonement, and the doctrine of the Trinity.

Summarize and discuss the basic principles of Roman Catholicism, Eastern Orthodoxy, and Protestantism. In what ways are they similar? How do they differ?

What is the Dreamtime of the Aborigines? What does it teach us about the way the Aborigines regard themselves? What does it teach us about the way they regard the land on which they live?

What is the difference between place and space? Why is the distinction important for primal religions?

What is the nature of primal time? How does it differ from more familiar temporal concepts?

What is totemism? Why is it important for primal religions?

What, in his “Final Examination,” does Huston Smith as central questions we must answer concerning religion and the relation between religions? What answers does he provide? Do you agree? Why?

