PHIL 115 – Survey of World Religions

First Exam: Study Questions

According to Hinduism, people want four things. What are those four things? Onto what two paths do they fall?
What, according to Hinduism, are four primary problems with worldly success?

What, according to Hinduism, do people really want? How can we satisfy that desire?

Identify, and briefly explicate, Hinduism’s four paths to liberation. In what ways are they similar? How do they differ?

Identify, and briefly explicate, the eight steps of raja yoga. In what ways are they similar to the eightfold path of Buddhism? How do they differ?

Identify, and briefly explicate, Hinduism’s four stages of life.
Identify, and briefly explicate, Hinduism’s four stations of life. What are the benefits of such a system? Drawbacks?

Explicate, and briefly discuss, the Hindu concept of Brahman. Include discussion of both Saguna and Nirguna Brahman.

Explicate, and briefly discuss, Hindu concepts of karma and reincarnation.
Explicate, and briefly discuss, Hindu concepts of maya and lila.

What, according to Huston Smith, are the six parts of Hinduism’s answer to the question: “What kind of world do we have?”

Retell, and briefly discuss, Huston Smith’s story of the man “who worshipped Shiva, but hated all other deities.” What lessons about Hinduism can we learn from the story?

Retrace, and briefly discuss, the path that carried Siddhartha from a palace to the Bodhi tree. How did he become the Buddha?
Explicate, and briefly discuss, Buddhist doctrines of the Four Passing Sights, the Great Going Forth, and the Great Awakening.

Identify four ways in which Mara tempted the Buddha. How did the Buddha respond?

Huston Smith lists six normal features of religion, each of which was challenged by the Buddha. Identify those features as well as the manner in which they were challenged by the Buddha.
Huston Smith lists seven characteristics of “original Buddhism”. Identify, and briefly discuss, those seven characteristics.
Explicate, and briefly discuss, the Four Noble Truths.
Explicate, and briefly discuss, Buddhist concepts of dukkha and tanha.

Identify, and briefly discuss, the various steps of the Eightfold Path.

Explicate, and briefly discuss, Buddhist concepts of nirvana, anatta, and anicca.

Identify, and briefly discuss, six primary differences between Mahayana and Theravada Buddhism.

Compare and contrast the following: “original Buddhism”, Zen, and Vajrayana. Be sure to identify central concepts and practices of each tradition.
Explicate, and briefly discuss, concepts of sangha, arhat, and bodhisattva.

What problem did Confucius, Mo Ti and Lao Tzu hope to solve? What solution did each propose? In what ways were their solutions similar? How did they differ?
What, according to Confucius, was the Age of the Grand Harmony? Why was it important?

Identify, and briefly discuss, Confucian concepts of jen, chun tzu, li, te, and wen.
Identify, and briefly discuss, the Five Constant Relationships of Confucianism. What role do they play in the larger Confucian project?
What reasons does Huston Smith provide for treating Confucianism as a religion? What additional reasons did Professor Shrader provide in class? Are you convinced? Why?

Explicate, and briefly discuss, the impact of Confucianism on China and other parts of Asia.

Huston Smith presents three senses in which Tao can be understood. Explicate, and briefly discuss, each of those senses. What differentiates the three? In what ways are they related?

Identify, and briefly discuss, Huston Smith’s three “species” of Taoism. What differentiates the three? In what ways are they related?
Explicate, and briefly discuss, the concept of ch’i . What role does it play in Taoism? Include discussion of meditation, exercise, and medicine.
Explicate, and briefly discuss, the Taoist attitude toward life. Include discussion of ch’i, wu wei, yin/yang, and good vs. evil.
What does the exchange on the bridge between Chuang Tzu and Hui Tzu teach us about Taoism? Confucianism?
