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            News & Events


	2024 Summer Internship Program application period is now open!
	BFS Annual Reports for all years (1968 to 2022) are available online.



  expand_moreOtsego Lake Cyanobacteria (blue-green algae) Information

General Information





In 2022, Otsego Lake experienced cyanobacterial Harmful Algal Bloom conditions from abundant growth of the cyanobacteria Microcystis aeruginosa. This cyanobacteria can produce algal toxins known as Microcystins, and so is a public health concern.


To answer questions and concerns from the Otsego Lake community, we are providing links to information about HABs from the Department of Environmental Conservation and Department of Health. Shoreline conditions can change quickly. Avoid contact with cloudy or discolored water and surface scums. Pets are especially vulnerable. Water supply questions are addressed on the NYS Dept. of Health Harmful Algal Bloom Information Page. Additional information on the conditions in Otsego Lake will be included as the summer progresses.


  [image: Image of Harmful Algal Bloom Warning Sign to be posted at lake shorelines to inform the public of potential dangers associated with algae in the water. Stay away from colore dwater, blooms and scums. Keep kids and pets away. Swim, boat, fish, and play in areas with clear water and no blooms or scums. Harmful Algae Blooms can cause symptoms in people and can make pets very sick. Rinse with clean water after contact.]






From the DEC:

"Avoid contact with HABs. HABs in large lakes or rivers may be limited to specific shorelines or confined bays. Portions of any of these waterbodies may be clear and fully support recreational uses.


The public should use the information on the NYS DEC Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) Notifications Page to help them make informed decisions about where and when to recreate, particularly outside of designated swimming areas. Swimmers and recreational users should remember that health and safety cannot be assured outside of designated swimming areas - for more swimming information, visit DEC's swimming webpage."



 










      
      


                
          
            
Lake Management Graduate Program


Based at the Biological Field Station, SUNY Oneonta's Lake Management graduate program trains students to become effective water resource management professionals. Our innovative program blends scientific training in aquatic biology, limnology and quantitative skills with professional training in project design, management, and reporting in a real-life setting, working with lake stakeholders directly or with established lake management professionals. For program requirements and application materials, visit SUNY Oneonta's Biology Department Graduate Programs page. 
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            About the Field Station


The Biological Field Station is a facility of SUNY Oneonta consisting of 2,600 acres with 12 major buildings that house laboratories, classrooms, conference spaces, offices and equipment for research support. 


The Main Laboratory serves as a focus for analytical procedures essential for research activities in both aquatic and terrestrial environments. There is a large greenhouse, aquarium room, a unique multipurpose laboratory, four analytical laboratories, offices and conference spaces creating a compact and versatile research complex. Its location on Otsego Lake just north of the Farmer’s Museum in Cooperstown, NY, at the headwaters of the Susquehanna River is uniquely situated, and has the capacity to provide excellent opportunities for field studies by advanced undergraduate and graduate students.


The Thayer Farm, with access to the north end of Otsego Lake, contains the Hop House with three classrooms/laboratories, and office and conference spaces. The Upland Interpretive Center provides access to the farm and Rum Hill trails, maintains curated collections, serves as a trailhead shelter and includes a conference center/classroom, offices and additional space for research support. There is also a residential building, workshop, equipment bays and storage including space for more than 12 powerboats. The boathouse contains workspace, a laboratory/classroom, offices and a diving locker.


A new laboratory dedicated primarily to ornithology is located above Moe Pond on the Upper Research Site, the oldest of our research areas, serving since 1967. Greenwoods Conservancy and Cranberry Bog and its watershed are our most remote areas with resident populations of fisher and otter, endangered plants with few nuisance exotics present. A conference center/classroom, wet laboratory and residence provide excellent summer access. 


Goodyear Swamp Sanctuary, at the north end of Otsego Lake, has historically been open to the public with trails and raised walkways; the boardwalk is currently closed to the public until further notice, as major repairs are needed. Funding for this work has been secured through a combination of generous donations, including a match by the Scriven Foundation, and a successful collaborative grant application with the Otsego County Conservation Association. Work is anticipated in 2022.



      
      


          

  
      
                
                  
            


  
    
  Contact



            Main Laboratory

5838 State Hwy 80

Cooperstown, NY 13326

Phone: 607-547-8778

Fax: 607-547-5114


THAYER FARM COMPLEX

Lakeside Farm & 

Upland Interpretive Center 

7027 State Hwy 80

Springfield, NY

(physical address)


Thayer Boathouse

7016 State Hwy 80

Springfield, NY


Rum Hill

Thurston Hill Rd.

Springfield, NY


Goodyear Swamp Sanctuary

7290 State Hwy 80

Springfield, NY


Greenwoods Conservancy

824 Zachow Rd.

Hartwick, NY 13348


Upper Research Site

Averill Rd.

Cooperstown, NY
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