
Include Farmers in Decision-Making Processes
 
(modified from a contribution 

to the Bay Journal by David 

Bancroft, Executive Director, 

Alliance for the Chesapeake 

Bay). 

Our watershed will not be­

come a cleaner and healthier 

place to live without an eco­

nomically viable farm com­

munity. Vital and vibrant 

working lands under agricul­

tural production are essential·· 

in protecting our water re­

sources. Many would be sur­

prised to hear someone from 

theenvironmental community 

say that. All of the reports 

indicate that throughout the 

. Susquehanna drainage basin 

that excess nutrients from 

farms are the largest source of 

pollutic.>n. And that is true, if 

only because farmersare stew­

ards of most of the land! If 

that land is not bei?g farmed, 

though, itl is unlikely to 1ay 

fallow and turn into pasture 

. land 'or forests. It will most 

. likely be developed into resi­

dential and/or commercial 

uses. Runoff from develop­

.	 ment is much more concen­

trated and difficult to control. 

Thus, agriculture provides a 

great opportunity for cleanup 

in the Upper Susquehanna. As 

outlined in the report Chesa­

peake 2004: A Blueprint for 

success, almost 60 percent of 

the nutrient pollution reduc- ­

tion needed to achieve the res­

toration go~s of the Chesa­

peake Bay can be achieved 

through the'implementation of 

conservation measures on 

farms and changes in farming 

practices, Further, consensus 

is developing that .some, in: 

vestments in the prevention of 

pollution from agriculture are 

among the most cost-effective 

ways to improve water .qual­

ity, protect livi·ng resources' 

and improve the overall health' 

and function c:ftheBay. While 

many organizations are doing 

excellent work in developing 

farm Best Management Pra~-
... 

tices, one of the most impor­

tant aspects of BMP imple­

mentation is not being ad­

dressed - the working rela­

tionship between the agricul­

tural and environmental com­

munities. Many in the former 

community say, and in many 

casesjustifiably, that they have 

been left eut of the cleanup 

strategy sessions yet are being 

asked to· achieve goals they 

had no hand in setting. In 

exploring opportunities to 

ramp up agricultural initia­

tives, it is important to recog­

nize that much of the agricul­

tural community has become 

increasingly disillusiOHed and 

disenfranchised over cleanup 

efforts. In coriversiltions with 

farmers, references are often 

made to the agricultural com­

munity being treated unfairly. 

Many farmers see themselves 

as scapegoats and victims of 

political battles involving 

other powerful stakeholders. 

They also talk of top-down 

decision making and solutions 

being imposed on the sector 

from "outside experts".. The 

net result is that, in many 

casers, farmers don't have the 

desire to function as p~tners. 

Their sense of ownership and 

participation in restoration 

programs is practically non­

existant and they increasingly 

see themselves portrayed by 

others as the "problem" rather 

the "solution". 

We are deeply troubled with 

these trends and believe that 

.efforts need to be made to help 

the farm community come to­

gether and develop an agenda 

and action plan to guide the 

sector's future involvement in 

restoration and protection ef­

forts. Environmental groups 

fromourOCCA locally to the 

Alliance for the. Chesapeake 

Bay downstream believe it is 

imperati ve that the agricultural 

.community be fully engaged 

in the decision making pro­

cess related to the design, de­

ployment, implementation and 

evaluation of the next genera­

tion ofagricultur~lnutrient uti­

lization problems. In addi­

tion, the agricultural commu­

nity needs to be leading these 

efforts. For this to occur, the 

agricultural community must 

be treated as a respected stake­

. holder ~nd partner. It must 

help to defme the real farming 

practices, or BMP's, that will 

help to reduce nutrient runoff. 

It must also team with others 

to secure the necessary sate 

and federal financial resources 

that will pay for these prac­

tices. Work through our local 

USDA-Natural Resource and 

Conservation Service repre­

sentatives, the OCCA and the' 

membership of agriculturally 

oriented groups in the Upper 

Susquehanna Coalition are a 

start in the right direction. 

As residen ts of the Upper Sus­

quehanna and the Chesapeake 

Bay watershed, we must help 

our farm community to remain 

economically viable. To this 

end, we must,i~tensify ,the in­

vestment of the required fi­

nancial resources in our agri­

cultural sector for our Lake 

Friendly Farmers to imple­

ment the necessary BMP's so 

that we may all have cleaner 

waters. It is only by working 

together that we can finish the 

job of restoring our lakes, 

streams and, in the long run~ 

our Chesapeake Bay. 0 



Archaeologists And Historians Work at 
The Thayer Farm 
During June, Archaeological 

Field School students from 

SUNY Oneonta and Hartwick 

-, College surveyed areas at the 

Thayer Farm. Over several 

days, the student's (under the 

supervision of Renee Walker 

-fromOneontaandCindyKlink­

from Hartwick College) 

excavated a series ofshovel test 

pits around the Hop House and 

Main Barn to identify any intact 

cultural deposits relating to the 

history ofthefarm. The testing 

is necessary prior to planned 

renovations. The experience 

- will augment ·the 

Archaeological Field School 

that is being offered at 

Hartwick's en vironmental 

campus at Pine Lake and give 

students a broader experience 

in archeolog!cal field 

techniques. 

Qavid Staley, a Proj~ct 

Directpr and Education 

Specialist from the New York 

State Museum-Cultural 

Resource survey Program, and 

a resident of the town of 

Springfield, is working with 

William Nelson, a science - undergraduate students in 

Thayer Progress 
NY StateEnvironmental Quality 

Review and the Town of 

Springfield Site Plan Review on 

theThayerFarmMasterPlanhave 

been completed and approved. 

Contractors have been chosen to 

build the Upland Interpretive 

Center this fall at the location of 

the former sap house. Architect 

plansrequirethatthenewbuilding 

is similar to the old in ambiance 

anti appearance. This summer 

Bioi 184, An Introduction to 

AquaticBiology, forselectedhigh 

school students, and Bioi 384, 

Aquatic Biology, for upPer class 

undergraduate college students, 

were offered at the Thayer 

Boathouse. Both courses were 

taught in July. 0 
" 

, I 

laboratory bench along the 
east wall. 

The students at the 

The first class taught in the boathouse at the Thayer Farm: 
Back Row: Elizabeth (B.J.) LaPierre, Shelby Finn, Valerie 
England. Front Row: Matthew Miner, Sandra Martin, Shannon 
O'Neill, Lisa Hendricks 

teacher' from Cherry Valley-

SpringfieIcLCentral and Renee 

to develop an archaeological 

study of the well preserved 19th 

century home sites on the farm. 

They want to document the 

transition from subsistence 

farming typical of the colonial 

and homespun years to that 

increasingly -dependent upon 

market commodities, using the 

activity to involve local pre­

college and Oneonta 

anthropology and hands on 

archaeology. For our part, we 

want to dos;urnent and inventory 

theresources we need to protect­

Concurrently, students from the 

Cooperstown Graduate 

Program, under Gretchen 

Sorin's supervision, will 

investigate historical records of 

lana occupation and work to 

prepare displays designed to 

populate the Upland 

Interpretive Center when it is 

completed. 0 . 

Updates, cont. from p. 4 

He continues our collabo­ Rudsam's and Dave Mark Cornwell are con­ in Otsego Lake. Mark will 

rative efforts with Warner's work several tinuing to follow the im­ also receive some Visiting 

Cornell's BFS on Oneida years ago. Tom and former pacts of walleye stocking Researcher monies for 

Lake that started with Lars BFS graduate student on the alewife population his efforts. 0_ 



• MikeGray,MikeStensland • Chesapeake Bay Cleanup will directly or indirectly af­ • Nancy Baclunan, Bill Har­
and Mark Cornwell all com­

pleted their MA in Biology 

degrees thisspring. MikeGray 

worked with.Tom Horvath 

on the downstream migration 

of zebra mussels in 

EatonbrookReservoirandthe 

Susquehanna River. Mike 

Stensland did a survey of the 

macrobenthicinvertebratesof 

Butternut Creek. ~mkcom­

pleted an analysis of the im­

pacts of walleye stocking on 

alewife populations and the 

resultant tro12hic cascades in 

OtsegoLake. MikeStensland 

'and ~mk continue their ca­

reers as hiEh school and col­

lege faculty. Mike Gray has 

taken a position with the U. S. 

Army at Fort Drum, N. Y., as 

a Research Associate, Fish & 

Wildlife Program, PW Envi­

ronrnenta! Division. He ap­

pems to be spending a lot of 

time inventorying the wildlife 

resources at Fort Drum. 

Goals: In 1987 the original 

Bay States set a 40% reduc­

tion goal fornitrogenandphos­

phorus going into the Bay to 

improve low-oxygen condi­

tions in deep parts of the Bay 

by 2000. They were not met. 

Jhe Chesapeake 2000 agree­

mentcalls for cleaning up the 

Bay by 2010 to avert the need 

for an EPA mandated regula­

tory Total ~aximum daily 

Load (TDML, analogous to 

the NY City watershedsitua­

tion). New York hasagreed to 

join nutrientreductionefforts. 

At present NY adds 17.76 

million pounds of nitrogen to 

the Susquehanna annually. It 

mustbereduced to 12.58 mil­

lion by 2010. The State adds 

1.02 million pounds of phos­

phorusatthistim~whichmust 

be reduced to 0.59 million by 

2010. '13illions ofdollms will 

be spent to attain these goals. 

Ifimplemented, these actions 

fect everyone in the water­ man, Tom Horvath, and 

shed. Donna Volger were profiled 

along with 14 other SUNY 
• Bill Hannan recently joined 

Oneonta faculty researchers 
the Lake Champlain Basin 

in "Research 2004-2005", a 
Program (LCBP) Aquatic 

publication of the SUNY 
Nuisance Species (ANS) Ad­

OneontaGrantsDevelopment 
visoryCommittee: TheStates 

Office, for grants funded re­
of VermonLand New York, 

cently. Donna, with several 
the US Fish and Wildlife Ser­

students funded to develop an 
vice, theLCBPandotherpart­

atlas ofOtsegoCountyplants, 
ners have recently revised the 

are working out ofthe Green-
Lake Champlain Basin ANS 

woods Conservancy Comer­"Management plan. TheANS , 
ence Center this summer. 

Advisory Committee advises 

staff, the Technical Advisory • Wesley Tibbits has taken a 

Committee (TAC), and other position in the State ofWash­

LCBP partners regmding ef­ ington. His research on Ot- . 

fective implementation ofthe sego Lake lake trout is com­

ANS plan; prioritizes, recom­ plete. Heexpects to tum in his 

mends and conduots specific dissertation and complete the 

actions in the plan and pro­ work for his MA in Biology 

videsspecializedprofessional by the end of the summer: 

advice to the LCBP and TAC 
• Tom Brooking will again

in regmd to emerging issues, 
hold,a Visiting Researcher 

budget-priorities and techni­
position at the Station in2005. 

cal review. 
Continued on page 3 

As an academic program within theStateUniversityCollege atOneonta, the 
Biological Field Station recei ves fund raising services through theCollegeat 

OneontaFoundation,anonprofit charitableorganization. All gifts and grants 
forthe BFS are tax deductible. They are managed by theFoundationand used 
expressly for the purposes'for which they were given. Estate planning gifts 
such as bequests and trusts arealso soughtand appreciated. More information 
is available b contactin : 

The College at Oneonta Foundation 
308 Netzer Administration Building 
SUNY College at Oneonta 
Oneonta,.NY 13820 

\ 

The work of the Biological Field Station is sttengthened and 
enhanced by private financial support from individuals, founda­
tions; businesses, corporations and civic organizations. In fact, 
these contributions are necessary for the continued success of the 
Biological Field Station and all of the services provided to the 

" community. For more information, call or write: 

Dr. Willard Harman, Prof. & Dir.
 
5838 St. Hwy. 80
 

Cooperstown, NY 13326
 

(607) 547-8778
 

Fax: (667) 547-5114
 
E-mail: HARMANWN @ONEONTA.EDUL:;;~;;;;;;;~;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;l=iIi;;~~;;:;;:;;;;;==;;;;;;;;;:;;;;;:;;~;;;;;;;:J (607) 436-2535 
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