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BIOLOGICAL FIELD STATION 

Fa1l200? ­

The Thayer Farm boathouse. This summer we began to use the facility for research support on the lake. New docks provided for 
mooring of. boats while graduate student Wesley Tibbits, was housed in the apartment. Rum Hill and most of the Thayer 

-
Located in Cooperstown and founded in 1968, the Bio- st~dents from aeross New York, the United States, and; 

logical Field Station is a unique facility serving the Canada. Directed by Dr.. Willard Harman and$"tilff,ect witll~' 
'Upper Susquehanna Watershed, Otsego County and the talented, experienced professionC'lIs., the Bi()logicl:i1 ~leld/i 

I immediate Cooperstown area. It is primarily a teaching Station is presently the focafpoiritfor irtfofml!ltibinlbQut i. 
". 

and research center for undergraduate and graduate issues affecting I.,ake Otse~o~n~ the'Susqu~hann1l ~lv;er. !. 

outbuildings are in the background. 

Summer Internship'Program 
The Biological Field Station has 

had eleven sponsored intems­

eight from college and three from 

high school- each involved in 

separate research projects this. 

summer. 

As partofan ongoing FieldStation 

study, Jessica Martin, a seniorat 

William Smith, is doing fecal
 

coliform . and plankton
 

monitoring. Both are important
 

in gauging the aquatic health of
 

Otsego Lake. She is on aRufus J.
 

Thayer a~sistantsnip as is Holly
 

Meehan, a student at the State
 

University ofNew York's School
 

. of Environmental Science and
 

-

Forestry. Ms. Meehan is 

evaluatingphosphorusmigration 

from septic systems found on the 

perimeter of Otsego Lake. The 

results of her study will be 

potenJially useful as localpolicy 

is developed to mitigate that 

.nutrient's negative impact. She is 

also monitoring ~e presence of 

. Gallerucella at the Goodyear 

SwampSanctuary, an introduced 

beetle that eats purple loosestrife. 

Purple loosestrife is an introduced 

plant that has diminished the 

biodiversityandoverall well being 

ofwetlands throughoutNew York 

and beyond. 
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Graduate Student Research
 
ALEWIVES Betw'een 

the Fal J of 200 I and the Spring Just bought a new computer? 
01'2002, thealcwife population 

Wishing you could recoup some of your, technology
in Otsego Lake fell. These 

investment? Donating your used computer equipment to 
findings, part of which were 

the BFS could result in acharitable donation for you and 
produced by David Warner, 

. an increased capability for the BFS. Wehave a great mix 
BFS Visiting Researcher and 

ofold and new computers at the'BFS, but the requirements
doctoral candidate at Cornell' 

for internet acceSs and virus -software make the older. 
University, were genenlted 

machines marginally useful. Your tax-deductible 
through an acoustic research 

donation could change all that. Any comp\lt.er with a 
project designed to characterize 

Pentium III (oreq ui valent) processor (or newer) machine 
the alewife population. Mark 

can be put to use by our students and interns. Letters 
Cornwell, it M'astcr's degree 

acknowledging your generosity will be provided.
candidate at ~UNY Oneonta, _ 

has also been studying .lhe 

alcwirc population related to know why thc alewife beetle), to contrbl Eurasian 
the impacts or a three year population declined; however, milfoil, a nuisance aquatic plant. 
walleye stocking program. a lew ife popu lat ions often 

THE MACROBENTIC
Michael Gray, another MA cxhibit unexplainable 

INVERTEBRATES OF
candidate at SUNY Oneonta, is tluctuations. The lack of ice 

BUTTERNUT CREEK Mike
examining data from trap nct Jast winter resulted in colder 

Stensland, also working
catches of near-shore alcwi vcs. water this spring that could well 

towards a Master's degree, is 
Theirresults furthersupport the havc adversely arrccted them. 

studyin'g macrobenthic
apparent trend ofa diIll~lishing 

LAKE TROUT Wesley invertebrates as indicators of
alewife population. As a res!.!lt 

Tibbits, another Master's water quality along Butternut 
ofthedecline, the population of 

. candidate at SUNY Oneo_nta, is Creek in the western part of
large zooplankton that feed 'on 

researching lakc trout spawning Otsego County. 
algae has increased with 

W;:.
and behavior and evaluating the .",.,.improved water clarity (as of 
status of' native versus stocked 

, lateJuly)compared to last year. 
strainsofthisspecies from other 

The lake's oxygen 
lakcs.

concentrations have also been
 

higher In mid-summer EURASIAN MILFOIL
 

compared to the previous years. BIOCONTROL Paul Lord,
 

D~omposition of algae uses an MA candidate, is examining
 

oxygen from the water. With the abilities, of Acentria
 

fewerceJ[s in the water, there is ephemcrella (an aquatic moth)
 

less decomposition o I'dead and and Cricotopus myriophylli (a
 

dying algae, therefore, the non-biting midg_e) and
 

increase in oxygcn. We don't, Eurychopsis leconti (an aquatic
 

. 
Summer Internship 
Program, cont. 
Rebecca Hamway, a junior at 

Dic,kensonCollege, isexamining 

the changes-in fish populations in 

Moe Pond, a 30 acre pond on the 

BFS Upper Site about two miles 

northwbSt ofCooperstown. This 

studY follows the introduction of, 

largeandsIlJall mouth bass.Brian 

McDonnell, a senior at SUNY­

Cobleskill, isexaminingpredation 

on fingerling walleye that were 

recently stocked intoOtsegoLake. 

Michael Gray, a Cobleskill 

graduateand applicant toSUNY­

~	 Oneonta's MA program, is 

focusing his researchon theaging 

of lake alewives. Rebecca, Brian 

and Michael are on Robert C. 

MacWatters internships 

ConnieTedesco,a studenttaking 

graduate courses at SUNY at 

Oneonta, is on a NYS Power 

Authority internship evaluating 

vegetativechangeson theMarcy­

South power line, right-.of-way at 

the Greenwoods Conservancy. 

Bekka Brodie, also a Power 

Authority intern, is surveying the 

arthropodsinthesamearea.Sarah • 

Merzig, a senior at Taylor 

University, is lookingattheeffects 

of the lake water level change on . 

tree growth at the Goodyear 

Swamp Sanctuary. 

There are two F.H.V. 

Mecklenburg Conservation 

interns sponsored by the BFS. 
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• Hydroacoustic monitoring 

by Dave Warner and 

, • No water-chestnuts were 

found in Otsego I;ake after 

tional mussels from, 
throughout Canadarago. 

boat washing stations in 

response to the new zebra' 

Mark Cornwell indicated a thorough search this sum­ Larvae forms of the mus­ mussel threat from our sis­

a significant decline ofale­ mer. Interns, staffand vol­ sels (veligers) were also ter lake to the west. The 

wives between fall '01 and unteers examined the found in the water column. Otsego County Conserva­

spring '02. That was sub­ lake's shallow waters for Horvath speculates that tion Association, long in­

stantiated by summer BFS this pernicious plant. Two mussels have been in the volved with lake concerns, 

trap netting. Other in-lake water chestnuts were found lake for a least a year. This helped with the formation 

changes followed as ex­ in Otsego Lake in 1999 is the second location in ofOLA. 

/ 

pected, including a re­

bound in the number and 

sizes of larger zooplank­

tQn (such as Daphnia), 

water transparencies and 

oxygen concentrations 

higher than what we've 

seen in years. U nfortu­

nately, research indicates 

a very' large year class of 

alewives, meaning these 

improvements are tempo­

rary. However, these phe­

nomena indicate the 

trophic changes that can 

be realized if the alewife 

population can be con­

trolled. 

and removed. Water­

chestnuts produce a nut 

with four spines which 

makes swimming a.nd other 

water based recreation po­

tentially dangerous. Early 

identification and removal 

of both plants and 

propagules are important 

in preventing populations 

from becoming established 

in a body of fresh water. 

• Zebra mJssels have been 

found in Canadarago 

Lake!Tom Horvath iden­

tified specin:ens from the 

lake and used BFS volun­

teer divers to collect addi­

the upper Susquehanna 

drainage found to be sup­

porting a viable population. 

The first is Eaton Brook 

Reservoir in Madison 

County. So far we have 

seen no sign of mussels in 

Otsego lake. 

organization's first major 

action item is to press for 

Einreinhofer, is dedicated 

to the timely implementa­

tion of the 1998 Otsego 

Lake Watershed Manage­

ment Plan. The 

• The Otsego Lake Associa­

tion (OLA), newly formed 

and led by Bob 

cutting ceremony for the 

Upper Susquehanna River 

Basin -Cooperstown Area 

Ecosystem Restoration 

Feasibility Study. / 

Sherwood Boehlert was 

honored for his part in the 

authorization of the 1.6 

million dollar project. No­
" 

table representatives from 

all the partnering agencies 

and organizations were in 

attendance. Our newest 

• On August 13th BFS per­

sonnel attended the ribbon , 

staff member, Scott 

Fickbohm, BFS Research 

Support Specialist, was in-
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The work of the Biological Field Station is strengthened and As an academic program within the State University College at Oneonta, the 
enhanced by private financial support from individuals, founda­ Biological Field Station receives fund raising services through the College at 
tions, businesses, corporations and civic organizations. In fact, OneontaFoundation, a nonprofi tcharitableorganization. All gifts and grants 
these contributions are necessary for the continued success of the for the BFS are tax deductible, They are managed by theFoundation and used 
Biological Field Station and all of the services provided to the expressly for the pUIposes for which they were given. Estate planning gifts 
community. For more information, call or write: such as bequests and trustS are also soughtand appreciated, Moreinformation . 

is available by contacting: 
Dr. Willard Harman, Prof. & Dir. 
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