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since there arc still prob- @ MOE POND, on the BFS

lem areas to be addressed

in the drainagc basin.

CLARKE POND has been
collecting sediments, pro-
tecting Otsego Lake for al-
most 200 years. It’s now
practically full. Three hun-
_dred and fifty thousand.dol-
lars from the NYS Envi-
ronmental Bond Act has
been acquired to repair the
dam and to dredge so that
the pona can continue to
function. The BFS has
committed to providing
much of the local match-
ing requirements for that
project. The watershed
manager, Win Mclntyre;

is looking for the rest.

WETLANDS — Almost 1.5
million Federal. dollars has
been acquired torestore and
create wetlands to improve
 wildlife habitat and water
- quality in the Otsego Lake

watershed and  the

Susquehanna River just
- south of Cooperstown by
Congressman Sherwood
Boehlert. The project will
beled by the US Army Corps
of Engineers working in
cooperation withthe US Fish
‘& Wildlife Service, USDA
- NRCS, Ducks Unlimited,
the NYSDEC, the Clark
Foundation, the BFS and

other local groups.

Upper Site, is a pond that
had been dominated by
golden shiners (efficient
planktivores). Following an
unauthorized stocking of
small- and largemouth bass
a few years ago, the shiner
population crashed. We

thought that increased zoop-

lankton grazing might im-

prove water quality, butre- |

search by intern Kim
Wojnar indicates other-

wise.

BUFFERS of undisturbed
vegetation along streams
have been shown to have
beneficial effects on stream
water quality. The USDA-
NRCS, with help from the
OCCA, is encouraging
farmers, through compen-
sation, to take those lands

out of production in the

major tributaries to Otsego .
Lake The BFS will moni-~

tor the results.

@SUSQUEHANNA

RIVER WATER QUAL-
ITY- Dissolved oxygen

concentrations remained

~-above 5 mg/l south of

Cooperstown this summer
meeting the Village
SPDES requirements.

However, an unknown

source of organic pollution

seems to lie between the

hospital and the outflow of
the sewage treatment plant.

® COURSES - Tom

Horvath, summer .2001
BFS Visiting Researcher,
taught Biol 685, Topics in
limnology, to five gradu-
atestudents while conduct-

~ing research on Otsego

Lake meiofauna; micro-
scopic bottom living or-
ganisms important in nu-
trient recycling in lakes.
Concurrently, . Bill
Harman taught two inten-
sive aquatic biology
courses, one for high

school students, the other

forcollege undergraduates.

@® Laurie Trotta has re-

ceived her masters degree,
successfully defendingher
thesis research.on Peck’s
Lake, Fulton County, NY.

® Earle Peterson has_com-

pleted the wét lab and ¢on-
ference center at gréen-
woods. He presented the
keys to Bill Harman and
College President Alan

. Donovan this fall. The

former Zakow home has
been stabilized in prepara-
tion for future renovations
for staff use. Two shallow
water wetlands for migra-
tdry waterfow] habitat have
been completed nearby.

Cooperating agencies in-

clude the USDA-NRCS,
Ducks Unlimited and the US
Fish and Wildlife Service.

® Graduate student Mike

Stensland is beginning the-

sis rescarch on the benthic

invertebrates of Butternut

Creek from Greenwoods

Conservancy - (Burlington)

to where it joins thc Unadilla
River at Mt. Upton.

Matt Albrighthas been pro-
moted to Senior Staff Assis-
tant, a position more com-
mensurate with his respon-

sibilities.

‘® WORK ON OTHER

LAKES - In addition to our
work on Otsego Lake, BFS
personnel conducted a di-
versity of water quality and
biological studieson the fol-
lowing lakes in 2001:
Larchwood, Arnold and
CanadaragoLakesinOtsego
Cbﬁﬁt’y’; Moraine LaKe and
Lebanon Resef\}oir in Madi-
son County; KayutaLake in
Oneida County; and Peck’s
Lake in Fulton County.

® BillHarmanpublishedtwo

papers on the mollusks of
OneidaLakein2001,onein
the Journal of Fresh-water
Ecology, the other in The
Nautilus: The Journal of the

American Malacological

Society. ' * :




Updates

® NAVIGATION BUOYS -
\ The long discussed 200
footno—wakegonebecame

a reality in Otsego Lake
this summer following the
coordinated passage of
Town and Village laws
mandating it. The BFS
Volunteer Dive Team
spent considerable time
and energy designing and
implementing a methodal-
ogy for placément thatalso
protects the buoys from
vandalism. Nevertheless
three buoys have been

_ damaged by boats.

@® MILFOIL CONTROL -
The BFS’ long-standing
interest Tn control of Eur-
asian watermilfoil intensi-
fied somewhat this sum-
mer with two projects fo-
cused on evaluating the ef-
ficacy of the chemical
fluridone and of a herbli\'/o-

rous aquatic moth in nearby

lakes, and a third looking
at DNA differences in lo-
cal milfoil populations.

® WALLEYE - With local

sponsorship, graduate stu-
dent Mark Cornwell, with

help from Dave Warner

(BFS ’99), has directed the

reintroduction of walleye
by stocking pond finger-

" lings (1.5 - 2") in Otsego
" Lake the last two years in

hopes of developing a sus-
tainable populétion. The
goals are to improve the
diversity of the fishery and

to positively impact water

clarity. This fall we caught
fish stocked in‘the summer
of 2000 that have reached

a foot in length.

® ALEWIVES - This spring

Otsego Lake alewife popu-

- lations were well below the

numbers seen in 2000. Al-
though alewife reduction

The work of the Biolrogical Field Station is strengthened and
enhanced by private financial support from individuals, founda-
tions, businesses, corpo}ations and civic organizations. In fact,
these contributions are necessary for the continued success of the
Biological Field Station and all of the services provided to the
community. For more information, call or write:

Dr. Willard Harman, Prof.& D ir.
5838 St. Hwy. 80
Cooperstown, NY 13326

(607) 547-8778
Fax: (607) 547-5114

E-mail: HARMANWN@ONEONTA.E
BFS Web Page: www.oneonta.edu/~biofld/-

is one of the goals of wall-
eye stocking, we believe
the change was too great,

and too quick, to have been ‘

a result of that program.

OTSEGOLAKEWATER -

CLARITY — This summer
near shore-water clarity
seemed much better than
in 2000, perhaps reflecting
weather conditions or
changing biotic interac-
tions (see above). How-
ever mid lake monitoring
éhowed average readings
of2.3 meters, no better than

the last few years.

MAGICPLUS - NYS De-
partmentofTransportatioh
(DOT) is providing fund-
ing to further evaluate the

environmental conse-

-quences of switching from

conventional winter road
management (salt and
abrasives) to a new prod-

uct that works better.
While our main concern is
the impact Otsego Lake,
DOT is interested on 'pcﬂ)/-"

tential impacts in the NY

City watersheds. The prod- ‘

uct is not pérmitted there;
our research may change
that.

® SHADOW BROOK - De-
spite Lrendsindicatiﬁgim—
provement, preliminary
~ data do not show statisti-
cally significant better
water quality following a
few years of agricultural
Best Management Prac-
tice (BMP) implementa-
tion. The weather of the
last two years has been
atypical which may have
affected the situation. We
should expect it to take
some time before signifi-
cant improvemeénts are

manifested, particularly

Continued on page 3

As an academic program within the Statc University College at Oneonta, the
Biological Field Station receives fund raising services through the College at
OneontaFoundation,anon-profitcharitable organization. All gifts and grants
forthe BFS are tax deductible. They are managed by the Foundationand used
expressly for the purposes for which they were given. Estate planning gifts
suchasbequestsand trustsarealso soughtand appreciated. More information

~/

The Biological Field Stationis a
facility of the State University
of New York College at Oneonta.
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