
Purple 
Loosestrife 
Control 
Last summer, three years aner 

their introduction, the original 

100 ColerLtcello beetles intm­

duced into the Goodye41r 

Swamp Sanctuary by the BFS, 

Cooperstown Lakeand Valley 

. Garden Club and Cornell Uni­

VCI'sity, made a noticeable im­

pact on the purple flowered 

plant' sdominance in theSanc­

tuary. Those monitoring the 

Sanctuary this year witnessed 

a "crash" in the purple loos­

estrife p0pulation (not one 
"\ 

purple flower was seen over 

the summer) and the night fmm 

the sanctuary of counLiess 
Members and guests of the Peterson Family Charitable Trust in the new Conference 

beetles. 0 f fl(~te was the obser­
Center at Greenwoods Conservancy. 

vation that the beetles did, tem­

porarily. eat other plants, but Record Number of American Shad Pass 
within days they had dispersed. 

Subsequent surveying by in­ Through Dams on Susquehanna 
tern Sarah Groff revealed Historically, the largest East Coast spawll-ing run was on the River, but it has been closed 

Colemcello at distances up to since it's damming 100 years ago. This year about 200,000 shad passed over the 

a mile fmmthe Sanetuary.+ COllowingo, their first obstacle. At least 13,000 made it past York Haven, the last bi-g 

dam upstream. 

Lake Trout In Otsego, cont. from p: 1 
regarding spawning areas, Support by Dr.Nancy Fisheries and Oceans, concurrent electro-fishi ng, gi 11 

which would enable some Bachman (SUNY Oneonta) Ontario) will enable us to netting and hydro-acoustic 

pro'tection of those sites. will attempt to confirm that determine if the reproductive work by Mark Cornwell 

Recent spawning b'chavior hypothesis by analyzing' the success of Otsego Lake trout (BFS graduate student) and 

suggests that our wild trout DNA on Otsego's wild fish is impacted by their diet rich Dave Warner (BFS '99) will 

reproduction may be by. a and comparing it to DNA in in alewives. In other lakes, reveal the spatial distri butions 

unique, ~ative strain as the stocked strains. where alewives are a staple of alewives and walleye 

opposed to those historically Cooperatjve efforts with Dr. trout diet, the latter don't relati ve to the lake trout. 

stocked. John Fitzsimons (Dept. of produce viable young. Lastly, 

I 
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Updates, cont. from p. 4 

since thcl:e arc still prob­

lem areas to be addressed 

in the drainage basin, 

•	 CLARKE POND has been 

collecting sediments, pro­

tecting Otsego Lake fofal­

most 200 years, It's now 

practically full. Thrce hun­

.dre.dancLfifL)L1housaucido ­

lars from the NYS Envi­

ronmental Bond Act has 

been acquired to repair the 

dam and to dredge so that 

the pond can continue to 

function, The BFS has 

committed to providing 

much of the local match­

ing requirements for that 

projGct. The watershed 

manager, Win McIntyre; 

is looking for the rest. 

•	 WETLANDS - Almost 1,5 

million Federal dollars has 

been acquired to restore and 

create wetlands to improve 

wildlife habitat and water---.....: 

. quality in the Otsego Lake 

watershed and the 

Susquehanna River just 

south of Cooperstown by 

Congressman Sherwood 

Boehlert. The project will 

be led by the l)S Army Corps 

of Engineers working in 

cooperation with the US Fish 

.& Wildlife Service, USDA 

- NRCS, Ducks Unlimited, 

the NYSDEC, the Clark 

Foundation, the BFS and 

other local groups, 

•	 MOE POND, on the BFS 

Upper Site, is a pond that 

had_ been dominated by 

golden shiners ,(efficient 

planktivores), Following an 

unauthorized stocking of 

small- and largemouth bass 

a few years ago, the shiner 

population crashed, We 

,thought that increased zoop­

lankton grazing might im­

prove water quality, but re­

search by intern Kim 

Wojnar indjcates other­

wise. 

•	 BUFFERS of undjsturbed 

vegetation along streams 

have been shown to have 

beneficial effects on stream 

waterquality, The USDA­

NRCS, with help from the 

OCCA, is encouraging 

farmers, through comF'en­

sation, to take those lands 

out of production in the 

majortributaries toOtsego. 

I.:aKe.---rn-e'BFS Will mOIlI-" 

tor .the results. 

.SUSQUEHANNA 

RIVER WATER QUAL­

ITY- Dissolved oxygen 

concentrations remained 

above 5 mg/l south of 

Cooperstown this summer 

meeting the Village 

SPDES requirements. 

However, an unknown 

source of organic pollution 

seems to Iie between the 

hospital and the outflow of 

the sewage treatment plant. 

•	 COURSES Tom 

Horvath, summer, 200 I 

BFS Visiting Researcher, 

taught Bjol 685, Topics in 

limnology, to five gradu­

ate students while conduct: 

'~_j;:esear-Ch_Q.n-_OtregO--

Lake meiofauna; micro­

scopic bottom living or­

ganisms important in nu­

trient recycling in lakes, 

Concurrently, , Bill 

Harman taught two inten­

sive aquatic biology 

courses, one for high 

school students, the other 

forcolJege undergraduates, 

•	 Laurie Trotta has re­

ceived her masters degree, 

successfull y defendi ngher 

thesis research on Peck's 

Lake, Fulton County, NY. 

•	 Earle Peterson has, com­

plereB'lhe wetlab-aTIOcon~ 

ferencecenter at green­

woods, He presented the 

keys to Bill Harman and 

Co]]ege President Alan 

Donovan this fall. The 

former Zakow home has 

been stabilized in prepara­

tion for future renovations 

for staff use. Two shallow 

water wetlands for migra­

tory waterfowl habitat have 

been completed nearby. 

Cooperating agencies in­

c1ude the USDA-NRCS, 

Ducks Unlimited and the US 

Fish and Wildlife Service, 

•	 Graduate student Mike 

Stensland is beginning the­

sis rescarch on the benthic 

iI1 vertebrates of Butternut 

- Creek from Greenwoods 

-Consenumcy. ~Burl.illkton) 

to where itjoins the Unadilla 

River at Mt. Upton, 

•	 Matt Albrighthas been pro­

moted toSeniorStaff Assis­

tant, a position more com­

mensurate with his respon­

sibilities. 

'. WORK ON OTHER 

LAKES - In addition to oUr 

work on Otsego Lake, BFS 

personnel conducted 'a di­

versity of water quality and 

biological studies on the fol­

lowing lakes in 200 I: 

Larchwood, Arnold and 

CanadaragoLakes in Otsego 

County; Moraine UiReand 

Lebanon Reservoir in Madi­

son County; Kayuta Lake in 

Oneida County; and Peck's 

Lake in Fulton County. 

•	 BilIHarmanpublishedtwo 

papers on the mollusks of 

Oneida Lake in 200 1,one in 

the Journal of Fresh-water 

Ecology, the other in The 

Nautilus: The Jouma'l of the 

American Malacological 

Society. .. 



Updates
-~---------

•	 NAVIGATION BUOYS­

The long discussed 200 

foot no-wake~one became 

a reality in Otsego Lake 

this summer followi ng the 

coordinated passage of 

Town and Village laws 

mandating it. The BFS 

Volunteer Dive Team 

spent considerable time 

and energy designing and 

implementing a methodol­

ogy for placement that also 

protects the buoys from 

vandal ism. Nevertheless 

three ..buoys have been 

damaged by boats. 

•	 MILFOIL CONTROL ­

The BFS' long-standing 

interest tn control of Eur­

asian watermilfoil intensi­

fied somewhat this sum­

mer with two projects fo­

cused on ~valuating the ef­

ficacy of the chemical 

f1uridone and of a herbivo­

rous aquatic moth in nearby 

lakes, and a third looking 

at DNA differences in lo­

cal milfoil populations. 

•	 WALLEYE - With local 

sponsorship, graduate stu­

dent Mark Cornwell, with 

help from Dave Warner 

(BFS '99), has directed the 

reintroduction of walleye 

by slocking pond finger­

lings (1.5 - 2") in Otsego 

Lake the last two years in 

hopes of developing a sus­

tainable population. The 

goals are to improve the 

diversity of the fishery and 

to positively impact water 

clarity. This fall we caught 

fish stocked inthe summer 

of 2000 that have reached 

a foot in length. 

•	 ALEWIVES - This spring 

Otsego L.ake alewife popu­

. lations were well below the 

numbers seen in 2000. Al­

though alewife reduction 

The work of the Biological Field Station is strengthened and 
enhanced by private financial suppo'rt from individuals, founda­
tions., businesses, corporations and civic organizations. In fact, 
these contributions are necessary for the conti nued success of the 
Bi.ological Field Station and all of the services provided to the 
community. For more information, call or write: 

is one of the goals of wall­

eye stocking, we believe 

the change was too great, 

and tooquick, to have been, 

a result of that program. 

•	 OTSEGO LAKE WATER ­

CLARITY - This summer 

near shore-water clarity 

seemed much better than 

in 2000, perhaps reflecting 

weather conditions or 

changing biotic interac­

tions (see above). How­

ever mid Jake monitoring 

showed average readings 

of2.3 meters, no better than 

the last few years. 

•	 MAGIC PLUS - NYS De­

partmentofTransportation 

(DOT) is providing fund­

ing to further evaluate the 

environmental conse­

quences of switching from 

conve'ntional winter road 

management (salt and 

abrasives) to a new prod­

uct thal works better. 

While our main concern is 

the impact Otsego Lake, 

DOT is interested on poe 

tentia! impacts in the NY 

City watersheds. The prod­

uct is not permitted there~ 

our research may change 

thaL 

•	 SHADOW BROOK - De­

spite trends indicating im­

provement, preliminary 

/ data do not show statisti­

cally significant better 

water quality following a 

few 'years of agricultural 

Best Management Prac­

tice (BMP) implementa­

tion. The weather of the 

last two years has been 

atypical which may have 

affected the situation. We 

should expect it to take 

some time before signifi­

cant improveme-nts are 

manifested, particularly 

Continued on page 3 
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